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Bangladesh has a glorious history and 
like every landmark day of every other 
country, The International Mother 
Language Day (Ekushe February) has 
its roots decades back in its history. The 
day has been gaining symbolic stature 
for its people with every passing year, 
and truly, in our time, it not only has a 
national signifi cance but an international 
consequence, holding a sense of pride 
in the hearts of all Bangladeshis. The 
Central Shaheed Minar stands as the 
ultimate symbol of our glorious Language 
Movement, which eventually paved the 
way for the Liberation Movement. As 
the proud citizens of this nation, it is 
our duty to preserve the sanctity of such 
architectural landmarks. In this month 
of February, we decided to take a stroll 
down the Shaheed Minar in Sylhet, 
designed by Architect Rajon Das. The 
project took a bold step to recollect our 
true past metaphysically by touching the 
original form physically. The beautiful 
structure has Bangla Alphabets as a major 
design element and defi nitely leaves one 
spellbound. We, at Showcase always try 
to present such unique structures of our 
country to enlighten our readers.  

DATO’ K.M. RIFATUZZAMAN
EDITOR

Creating
Landmarks

EDITOR’S NOTE
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It is inspiring that this issue is decidedly enriched due to the elaborate 
coverage of Md. Saleh Uddin Badal, an unusually brilliant architect 
and an educator. Badal who graduated in architecture from BUET in 
1981, taught for a while at BUET and later went to USA and UK for 
graduate studies and obtained Masters and PhD degrees respectively. 
Eventually he has become successful as faculty at a number of 
universities in the USA and received prestigious awards from those 
universities and other institutes. He is the author of a number of books 
on various digital techniques of architectural drawings published by 
McGraw-Hill, John Wiley and Sons, etc. He is also the founder of the 
Department of Architecture at AIUB.

It is a matter of joy to see the Shaheed Minar for Sylhet Agricultural 
University designed by architect Rajon Das and his associate 
architects, a visual poetry standing with a sense of pride created out 
of vertical planes, walls, Bengali alphabets and a serene vista.

Interiors of Architect AzrinAlam’scolourful and spacious apartment; 
clarity and ambience of Old Street’s restaurant-interior and the 
biophilic interior of the corporate office of Marico designed by Utopian 
Associates are examples that promote better life.

It is also encouraging to find that the design of Independence Memorial 
for Dhaka University which was prepared by the student-architects 
of BUET in 2013 is under consideration for implementation. Out of 
70 design proposals by the students, the proposition prepared by 
FahimAlam, Rafiqul Islam Tushar and Al Muttasim was selected best.
Best Wishes for all readers.

ADVISOR’S NOTE

K. M. Akhtaruzzaman
Chairman Akther Group

Professor Shamsul Wares

Showcase Magazine firmly believes in creating strong partnerships. 
Steady and sustained growth based on a clear vision has enabled 
Showcase Magazine to become a recognized organization. Today, the 
organization is growing and performing better than ever. Showcase 
Magazine is coming up with interesting contents that are quite likely to 
be appreciated by all groups of people. This issue features an amazing 
works of architecture that is very close to the sentiment of our nation. 
Also, the touch of spring in this issue to brighten up the mood is surely 
a delight to read as well as watch. The magazine is top notch when it 
comes to versatility, as variations are given the top priority.

I am so delighted that this month Showcase Magazine ends its 2nd 
year and will enter the 3rd. Focusing on quality and committing to 
offer the readers excellence have been the underlying factors of 
the success. And this growth gives me hope for this magazine to be 
recognized globally soon in the time ahead.
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FROM AN ARCHITECT, 
ARTIST, EDUCATOR TO 
AN ORGANIZER, AUTHOR, 
AND PRODUCT DESIGNER, 
HE HAS PROVEN THAT 
WITH PERSEVERANCE, 
ONE CAN MASTER IN ALL 
TRADES OF DESIGN.

Architecture and art have a deep connection created having the 
same organizing principles, visual elements and engagement of 
senses. They are simultaneously expressive and communicative 
with an all-encompassing approach. Art gives shape to objects 
and ideas that are complex, and architectural structures hold 
signifi cance beyond their functionality. Professor Dr Saleh Uddin 
Badal is an eminent architect who loves exploring and connecting 
design principles between art, architecture, interior, product 
design and installation. From an architect, artist, educator to 
an organizer, author and product designer, he has proven that 
with perseverance, one can master in 
all trades of design. With designs that 
combine timeless forms and modern 
techniques, Ar. Saleh Uddin is one of the 
leading names in the architecture realm 
of our time. Showcase, hence, takes the 
opportunity to talk about all aspects of 
this intriguing persona.

EMINENCE
DESIGNnn

Written By: Naila Binte Zakaria

Saleh Uddin Badal

INSIDE STORY
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Ar. Saleh Uddin currently lives in Atlanta, 
the USA with his wife Moonmonn Saleh, 
daughter Shereen Saleh and son 
Zaheen Uddin. He is a tenured full-time 
Professor of Architecture at Kennesaw 
State University, Atlanta, Georgia, 
USA. He was also a full-time Professor 
and Coordinator of the graduate 
program in Design with Digital Media 
in the Department of Architectural 
Studies, University of Missouri-
Columbia. In 2005, he established the 
Department of Architecture at American 
International University-Bangladesh 
(AIUB) in Dhaka. He is also an active 
contributor to the formation of the 
Bangladesh Green Building Council. 
With four published books in the global 
market, he internationally promotes 
the value of both digital and traditional 
media in architectural design and its 
presentation. His books are widely used 
as graphical communication and design 
textbooks internationally. 

In his 3rd year in BUET, he was diagnosed with a tumour and 
hence had to go to London for treatment. There, he worked for a 
newspaper as a Graphic Designer for a short time. After he returned 
back in Bangladesh, he put all his dedication to learning the technical 
aspects of Architecture and graduated summa cum laude and BUET 
Architecture Thesis Gold Medal for best final year design project in 
1981.“In my 5th year, the Head of my Department proposed me to join 
the Architecture Department as a faculty member. That was a moment 
of great honour for me!” says Ar. Saleh Uddin. He joined as a lecturer 
at his alma mater, eventually leaving it to pursue graduate studies 
at Kent State University in Ohio, United States. He graduated with 
a master’s degree in Urban Design. Later, he went to the University 
of Sheffield for a Doctorate degree in Computer Representation from 
School of Architecture. His PhD thesis was on Louis Kahn’s design of 
the Bangladesh National Parliament Building. 

Sharing his experience 
as an educator he says, 

“When teaching, I have a 
very hands-on approach 

in the architecture studio. 
I don’t only talk about 
architecture, but also 

about different styles of 
design, art, filmmaking etc. 

I take pride in saying that 
many of my students are 

now flourishing architects 
and have changed the 
architectural scenario 

in both Bangladesh 
and abroad. I am very 
fortunate to be able to 

teach them.”

Ar. Saleh Uddin’s compelling background has helped him shape 
into a person who loves challenging himself in every step of life. He 
was born in Dhaka on 6 November 1954. He was the third child, 
the older of two sons to parents Shamsuddin Ahmed Munshi and 
Fatema Khatun. After his matriculation in Notre Dame College, Ar. 
Saleh Uddin attended Bangladesh University of Engineering and 
Technology (BUET) for a bachelor’s degree in architecture. Initially, 
he wanted to pursue a career in Medical School, but after scoring the 
third highest in the admission test of BUET, he had a change of heart. 
“Studying Architecture was never the plan. The first year in BUET was 
a struggling period for me since I wasn’t that good in the foundation 
courses like Chemistry, English etc. I was almost about to quit and join 
a Medical College when my teacher called me and said my design 
works were impressive and had potential. He encouraged me to stick 
to architecture”, says Ar. Saleh Uddin. 
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Ar. Saleh Uddin has achieved acclaim both locally and 
internationally for his artworks, with main focus lying on 
composition, forms and shapes. He is a prolific artist, excelling 
in oil on canvas, watercolour, airbrush, freehand sketch etc. 
He loves experimenting with different materials, geometrical 
shapes and textures. Many of his paintings are inspired by his 
native country and the environment. “I loved painting since I 
was a child. In my free time, I would take a stroll at the art 
exhibitions of the Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Dhaka 
(Charukola). I was very drawn to the visual side of the exhibited 
artworks and was really caught by the sense of composition 
and colour in each piece”, says Ar. Saleh Uddin. “My very first 
professional artwork I was commissioned for was a pharmacy 
signage painting when I was in class 7. When I was studying at 
Notre Dame College, I, along with six of my friends even
started an art school in Dhanmondi which did quite well,” 
he adds. His painting titled “Folded Landscape” received 
Honorable Mention Award at the US National Arts Program 
in 2017.

As an architect and artist, Ar. Saleh Uddin’s work is not limited 
to buildings and interiors but extended to installation, furniture, 
and product design such as dining table, chair, vertical clock, 
lamp, room numbers, plates etc. “My mind always wants to 
create something! One moment I am painting a portrait, the 
next moment I am designing a lamp. I like to keep myself busy 
conducting a myriad of experiments”, he explains. 

 My mind is always wants 
to create something! One 

moment I am painting a 
portrait, the next moment 

I am designing a lamp. I 
like to keep myself busy 
conducting a myriad of 

experiments.
- Ar. Saleh Uddin
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Every space will emit particular energy, 
and each space should fl ow to next 
space. There should be a seamless 
fl ow in the transition between the 
interior and the exterior of a design.
-Ar. Saleh Uddin

In terms of architectural design, Ar. Saleh Uddin believes in creating new 
contexts that respond to the site and environment. “All design principles and 
elements have the same thread. If you understand the threading, the design 
will be energetic and come from the heart. Design shouldn’t be something that 
you’re struggling with. Even if you are struggling, it should be an enjoyable 
one. I have a common thread in all my design and artwork”, Ar Saleh Uddin 
explains. “For an architect, it is vital to have a proper sense of composition, 
space, material and environment. Every space will emit particular energy, and 
each space should flow to next space. There should be a seamless flow in the 
transition between the interior and the exterior”, he adds. 

Ar. Saleh Uddin was involved in the architectural design of a number of 
notable projects. He is the principal architect of Gulshan Club (jointly with 
Form3 Architects that is currently in its first phase of construction), having 
won the open design competition for it. With the picturesque panoramic view 
of surroundings, the structure was designed for the view as well as cross 
ventilation. The design has become a new symbol of cultural energy for the 
members and for the city, forming a vector to the future by its emblematic 
appearance. In 2002, he built his 4000 sq ft home as the general contractor and 
designer. The structure was called “one of Columbia’s most unique creations” 
by Columbia Home magazine. His present home at Atlanta, USA addresses 
the constraints of the linear site and demonstrates that a modern house can 
be built by maintaining the guidelines of a traditional neighbourhood. Ar. Saleh 
Uddin has designed the Bangladesh Institute of Health, Science & Technology 
in Mirpur, Dhaka which is now under construction. The design concept takes 
lessons from organizational strategies of the human body and schematically 
diagrams those on functions of hospital facilities. 

His present home 
at Atlanta, USA 
addresses the 

constraints of the 
linear site and 
demonstrates 
that a modern 

house can be built 
by maintaining 
the guidelines 
of a traditional 

neighbourhood.
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Ar. Saleh Uddin has received numerous accolades 
that include the AIA (American Institute of Architects) 
Design Award, the Award of Excellence from the 
American Society of Architectural Perspectives, 
and teaching excellence in two US institutions. To 
him, this is a changing time that requires changing 
paradigm. While the technological advancement 
introduces new devices and gives birth to new 
possibilities, he doesn’t encourage his students to 
gravitate towards technology without the proper 
sense of its purpose. “Don’t just use technology for 
the sake of it! Let’s say, you want to create a simple 
wall in a model. Some students would go to the 3D 
printer to get it printed, which is more expensive. You 
can just simply cut that by hand and get a similar 
result. Know where it is appropriate and effective 
to use technology. There is a myriad of techniques 
now, and a designer needs to understand which one 
works the best”, he explains. 

Ar. Saleh Uddin is currently working on his new 
book that focuses on conceptualizing and dissecting 
buildings for students’ better understanding. His 
teaching technique is appreciated by all and he is 
dearly admired by his fellows, architects and students. 
His works have been critically acclaimed and widely 
discussed both nationally and internationally and 
he is undoubtedly a source of inspiration for young 
architects of generations to come.
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Spring is undoubtedly the 
season of celebration and 
positive energy. It’s the time 
when the dark gloomy winter 
bids goodbye and nature 
returns to its true colourful 
form. Finally, after a long 
shivering winter, spring is here 
at the doorstep and it is the 
ideal time to set up your home 
with some fresh blooming 
sunny goodness. Of course, 
if you can, you should go for 
a complete makeover, but it’s 
also easily possible to bring in 
the positive energy with some 
minor changes in your interior. 
Change your home with 
flowers, plants, and colours. 

Spring
Written By: 
Fatematuzzohra Suha

Include blasts 
of splendid 
shading, 
energetic 
patterns, and 
enthusiastic 
springtime 
themes to 
your home to 
seamlessly 
transition into 
spring.

INTERIOR SENSE
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Allow your home to bloom with 
indications of garden-fresh greens. 
Cut out a bright alcove to invigorate 

and energize with a small scale tabletop 
greenscape. A tray table makes it simple to 
move plants close to a window's regular light. 
Place plants that share light and watering need 
yet vary in texture and shading for a fresh 
spring show in a glass terrarium. A shallow 
model can hold simply enough soil to make a 
pretty showcase of greenery, spring-blooming 
bulbs, and branches. It's the ideal small-scale 
garden to appreciate the vibe of spring indoors.

A bucket of paint is among the most effortless 
instruments for changing a space. You can 
paint a wall to create a statement or the entire 
room. For a progressively significant yet 
simple makeover, begin with two new accents 
for the room, for example, curtains, seats, a 
light installation, or rug. Match a paint shade 
to your new additions, and with only two to 
three things, you can have a brand-new room. 
In some cases, all you have to do to refresh 
a space for another season is a new window 
treatment. Utilize a flower design Roman 
shade to transform a window into a gem.

Infuse design into your room with backdrop wallpapers 
for a nice and simple update. Peel-and-stick wallpaper 
alternatives make a big impression with less effort, and 
it also works for the temporarily removable backdrop. 
With a couple of straightforward supplies, you can make 
a progression of organic prints like these and place it on 
your wall. Add some fun to a headboard by wrapping it 
with a yard of mod flower textured paper. Rejuvenate a 
current gallery wall if you have any, by painting wooden 
edges with fluctuating springtime shades, similar to 
pink, cerulean, and bright yellow. For botanical springy 
energy, add silk flowers to your wall craftsmanship.

Match 
a paint 
shade to 
your new 
additions, 
and with 
only two 
to three 
things, you 
can have 
a brand-
new room. 

You dont necesarily have to get new furniture. You can 
make the old one work too. Revive an extra dresser, 
support, or end table with a fun ombre paint impact. Apply 
the lightest shade to the highest point of your furnishings 
piece, and step by step work down to the darkest shade. 
Asymmetrical gathering of flower patterned wallpaper 
can transform a clear wall space into a discussion piece. 
If that’s too much work, simply add charm to a current 
bedside table with metallic paint. Tip the style scale on a 
fundamental room by refreshing a current mat with a portion 
of scored up pastels. Utilize painter's tape on a cheap 
sisal mat to make clean layouts of your ideal geometric 
example. Apply inside latex paint with a paintbrush or froth 
roller. The results will leave you jaw-droppingly amazed. 
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Honestly, making your home spring ready is not a very difficult task to do. Make an 
easygoing room that sings "spring" and overflows with delicious citrus hues. Include 
splendidly bright coloured vases, spunky designed cushions, and mats, and bug 
showcase finds to your space for an energetic vibe without spending a fortune. Pick 
springtime shades that make you feel cheerful and simply through them around. The 
sky is the limit, so do whatever you want to do and however you want to welcome spring. 
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Express your love for the wild 
nature and turn heads by 
introducing these standout 
pieces into your decor.

Written By: Naila Binte Zakaria

Adorn your side tables, table tops or wall 
shelves with this carved deer showpiece 
from Home Pro to bring a touch of elegance.

Flamingo 
Cushion Cover 

Ceramic Seater 

Carved Deer Showpiece

Elicit an edgy and 
modern vibe with the 
tasteful set of pillow 
covers from Noir Home. 
The flamingo print adds 
to the tropical vibe to 
your design. 

This ceramic seater with 
birds and floral pattern 
from Riviera Decor is not 
only functional but also 
exquisite to look at!

3

**For details, view the Directory Page**

INTO
WILD

Featuring an exotic array of birds 
with bold colours, the stylish 
digitally printed cushion covers 
from The Inside Story will add a 
pop of colour to your design.

Vibrant Cushion Covers

THE

1

4

SHOP FOCUS

FIERO – IS A PERSONALIZED 
AND CONTEMPORARY 

HOME TAILORING 
SERVICE FOR 

VIPs IN DHAKA
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Give your wall a refined look with 
this owl wall plaque from Home Pro. 
It is a great mount to hang up to 
catch everyone’s eyes. 

Owl Wall Plaque

Wall Art

5

6

**For details, view Directory Page**

Hosting festive events will 
become more fun with this 
standout table runner from 
Noir Home that is surely a 
conversation starter.

Design your interior 
with an artistic 
flair with this 
contemporary wall 
art from Noir Home.

Table Runners

7

8
9

You can never go wrong with 
a classic porcelain vase. 
This one from Satori has 
stunning detail and colour in 
peacock and floral pattern.

The power and majesty of 
this stallion horse statue 
from Home Pro is a 
beautiful sight to behold! 

Porcelain Vase
Stallion Horse Statue
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Mirror in the house is not just 
essential; it brings the illusion 
of space in a small room. 
While many may invest big 
bucks on a statement mirror, 
turns out you can make chic 
mirror frames from papers, 
washi tapes, paper rolls or 
even old magazine papers. 
Here is an interesting way 
you can follow!

Materials Required:
Printed wrapping papers
Mirror
Washi Tape
Glue gun

Scissor 

Method: 
Take a few wrapping papers and start cutting them 
in small rectangular shape to make rolls. Make sure 
the rolls are of similar size. We have used smaller 
paper rolls for left and ride sides and bigger rolls for 
top and bottom sides. 

Make a border with a tape to measure out 
your frame size. Make as many paper rolls 
needed to fi ll up the frame area. 

Paste the paper rolls in a proper symmetry 
using glue gun and wait for it to dry up.

Use a washi tape to create a border 
surrounding the frame. 

Voila! Your framed mirror is ready to be 
hung on the wall. 

Mirrors like these will add spark to your living 
room without breaking a sweat. You can 
use diff erent printed patterns and contrast 
colours according to design preference. 

Written By: Naila Binte Zakaria

CREATE SOMETHING OUT OF NOTHING
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Graceful
Glam

In her design-rich apartment in Dhaka, 
Azrin Alom succeeds in creating a sense of 
graceful glam by skillfully incorporating 
eclectic nuances in a modern setting, 
expressed through bespoke furniture, 
bold colour palette and intricate detailing 
to every corner. Showcase takes the 
chance to take a peek into the fl ourishing 
architect and businesswoman’s abode.

Written By: Naila Binte Zakaria

MY INTERIOR LIFE
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Thank you for having us! Starting 
off , what is home to you? 

To me, home is where I belong. It is a place that 
reflects me and my lifestyle. After a hectic day, it is 
where I can sit back and unwind forgetting about all 
the stresses of the world. 

How many people reside in this 
house? 

Right now, I live here with my husband, my 15 
months old son and my in-laws. However, we have 
separate rooms for my sisters –in-law and their 
families as they love to visit us during the weekends. 

Undoubtedly, your house evokes 
a sense of grandeur. How did you 
start out with the designing process? 

Thanks for the appreciation. Well, being the one 
and only architect member of the house, I could 
not trust anyone else to understand me and my 
family members’ ideas better than myself. My first 
condition with the home design was to be able to 
reflect everyone’s personal choices and styles. 
I wanted every corner of the home to reflect us. 
Designing a home is not only about putting fancy 
furniture or chandeliers. Then it would just look like 
a nicely organized furniture store. It was imperative 
to blend all the members’ personal choices and 
create a sense of harmony.
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What, according to you is the highlight of 
your house? 

 I tried to give equal importance to each and every 
corner of the house. But the family living is undoubtedly 
the heart of it as everyone meets together in this space, 
everyday. All activities happen around this cozy space. 
While designing the house, I tried to locate the family 
space where it will get the most sunlight during day time. 
In terms of decorating the living room, I gave it a very 
casual look. Boho chic style is my favourite for designing a 
casual space. It comprises of lots of greens, tree branches 
hanging on the walls, modern yet rusty furniture, colourful 
cushion covers and rugs, quirky wall decors, neon signs, 
white brick textured wallpapers bring the perfect ambience 
for a casual living space. 
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Can you talk us through each sections of your home? 

As one enters the lift lobby, there is a black marble console table with black and bold warm lights hanging over to welcome visitors in our house. 
Upon entrance, the eyes lead to the foyer, where I have placed another console table with an abstract decoration piece standing in front of a raw 
concrete finished wall. The foyer gives one a cozy, warm feeling and the abstract decoration is evocative of an installation art piece in an exhibition. 
Then there is the family space, formal living and dining space. These three spaces are separated by bi-fold French doors which give full privacy 
when needed. And when the privacy is not much needed, it becomes a huge connected free flowing space to host guests. The family  living space 
is surrounded by four bedrooms and an open balcony with a multi storied flyover running in front of the building. The dining space is surrounded by 
two more bedrooms, the dry kitchen and wet kitchen. All the bedrooms have different design influences to keep things interesting.

The bedroom is 
designed with 
modern, contemporary 
furnishings with a hint 
of Japanese style. It 
gives a soothing and 
relaxing feeling that 
is much needed to 
distress after a very 
tiring day.

How does your home represent the personalities of the people 
living in it? 

I designed the home so that it reflects the values, lifestyle and choices of the individuals. For instance, 
my father and mother in law’s room is decorated with traditional wooden Moroccan styled furniture with 
a hint of warm colours, which clearly reflect their lifestyle. Our bedroom, on the other hand, is designed 
with modern, contemporary furnishings with a hint of Japanese style. It gives us a soothing and relaxing 
feeling that is much needed to distress after a very tiring day. My son’s room is decorated with simple, 
minimalistic furniture which leaves enough space for him to play and all the toys are easy to access. 



“THE WALK-IN 
CLOSET HAS A 
SLEEK DESIGN 

EXUDING A 
CHIC VIBE

“
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The colour scheme of the house looks lively and bold! Tell us a little 
about it.

I have incorporated different colour schemes for different spaces. For the formal living, it is all 
about being bold and loud. I mainly tried to use teal, black and gold palate for this space. For 
family living, it is white and rusty with some pops of colours. Furthermore, for the dining room, 
I used white and gray with reflective mirror/steel. 

Your home seems to have a lot of global infl uences. How do you 
infuse the love for travel into your home? 

Personally, I am a travel enthusiast and love getaways with my family. So you can tell 
that I have infused our travel aspirations and favourite destinations into the home design. 
The statement pieces and trinkets from travel not only provide the interior spaces with 
a refresh, they also serve to remind us of the faraway destinations at times when we’re 
unable to pack our bags for another holiday. The furnishings were also sourced from 
around the world including Dubai, Guangzhou, Morocco, and Turkey etc. 

The child’s room 
is decorated 
with simple, 
minimalistic 
furniture which 
leaves enough 
space for the 
baby to play 
and all the toys 
are easy to 
access. 
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Ending on a lighter note, what are you passionate about? 

I am a design savvy person. Anything that is creative and design related attracts me. I love to travel and always love 
to involve myself in doing something new. Even though I have chosen architecture as my career, I am passionate 
about my own fashion brand Scicosso. 

The foyer 
gives one a 
cozy, warm 

feeling and is 
evocative of 

an installation 
art piece in 

an exhibition. 
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Gift-giving is always a kind gesture to brighten 
up the day of your loved ones, and with spring 
and Valentine’s Day around the corner, you get 
more reasons to buy presents to gift.  If your 
loved one is a home decor enthusiast, Lumiere 
by Satori has the best gift ideas for you. Home 
decor can add a touch of style to every abode 
for years to come and is the perfect gift for 
your special someone. 

From chic sets of candle stands and photo 
frames to natural looking artifi cial fl ower 
arrangements, the outlet has rounded up 
gift items that will complement every style 
and taste. Buy a present that represents your 
loved ones’ personal style in their home decor. 
With gift price starting from BDT 350, you’ll 
fi nd something for everyone here. 

Decorations

BY
Giftto 

ADVERTORIAL
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The Marico office design project was commissioned to 
Utopian Associates with Ar. Sukanta Basu, Ar. Dibya 
Sen and Ar. Soumitra Majumder in the core design team. 
Utopian Associates is a house of architects and designers, 
co-founded by two architects of Kolkata, Ar. Soumitra 
Majumder and Ar. Sukanta Basu. As the name suggests, 
the firm believes in modern constructivism within a paradigm 
of metaphysics and logical manifestation of realism. 
Within a brief span of time, Utopian Associates gained a 
foothold in the industry and started branching out crossing 
border operations to Bangladesh, registering as Utopian 
Associates Pvt. Ltd, a one of its kind 100% foreign direct 
investment architectural practice in Bangladesh. Presently, 
it serves in India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Bhutan.

Stress is a very associative word with 
work places. A productive working space 
needs to be responsive and functional, 
reducing the effect of stress and as a 

result, increasing efficiency of the inmates. 
Human body and mind responds very 
positively to nature, as its serenity works 

as a stress-reliever, and hence the 
corporate office of Marico was designed 

incorporating the theme of Biophilia. 

The design re-imagines the functional spaces of the offi  ce to informal 
social spaces so that it becomes more of a stress free collaborative 
space to grow and work together in respective endeavours.

A
PARADIGM
Shift

MARICO CORPORATE OFFICE

Written By : Naila Binte Zakaria
Photography By : Rezwan Ul Haque 

OFFICE  INTERIOR
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The workstation area has biophilia all 
around it in the form of natural plants as 
well as graphics wall which are uniquely 
designed to enhance the feel of natural 
environment. The cafeteria has been 
designed to give a sense of urban 
café which is warm and welcoming,  
overlooking the busy city from the sixth 
floor. On the other hand, the MD’s 
chamber has been kept spacious and 
vibrant with biophilic insertion to create 
a cosy yet aristocratic feel.  

Wall graphics 
depicting 
local fl ora and 
fauna were 
designed as 
background. 

During the design development process, the 
concept was further refined and the reception area 
was translated into a garden cafe as if leading to 
pathways of garden. The entire office is fragmented 
into intimate scales of neighbourhoods, which 
allow collaborative synchronisation of hierarchy. 
Since coconut oil is one of the most identity making 
products of Marico, coconut coir ropes were used as  
the screening device. The texture and colour of the 
ropes play an important role in giving warmth in the 
interior space, enriching its identity. The corridors or 
the transition space are lit at the floor level, creating 
a dramatic effect. The natural wood and moss 
textures on the carpet flooring enhances the feeling 
of walking down a garden alley. 

While designing the Marico office on an area of about 17000 sq 
ft divided into two numbers identical floors, Utopian Associates 
was fortunate to be given a free hand in developing something 
new and unconventional. While researching and brainstorming 
on the philosophy of the company, a unique idea sparked 
in line with Marico’s tagline- “Make a difference”. The team 
thought of designing an office which worked as a paradigm 
shift from the same. Hence, the design was perceived as a 
garden where requirements of an office space were fed in.

Since coconut oil 
is one of the most 
identity making 

products of Marico, 
coconut coir ropes 
were used as  the 

screening device. The 
texture and colour 

of the ropes play an 
important role in 
giving warmth in 
the interior space 

enriching its identity. 
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The furniture was uniquely 
designed with a minimalistic 
approach. The space gives 
attention to interior styling 
and minute details so that it 
matches the brand’s message. 
Customised stoneware was 
designed with earthy colours 
as planters and placed all over 
the office. As a result, people 
who are working inside the 
office are always connected 
with nature in an intimate 
scale. Instead of making a 
space look large, Utopian 
Associates took a bold step 
in converting a larger space 
into smaller fragments, each 
having a world of its own, that 
is humane and biophilic. 

OFFICE INTERIOR
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A WALK

By all outward 
appearances, the 
restaurant business 
in Dhaka is booming. 
However, only the 
best ones stand the 
test of time. The Old 
Street as a casual 
eatery stands with 
pride at the heart 
of Dhanmondi 
Shatmasjid Road 
off ering a serene 
ambiance and 
scrumptious food 
with competitive 
pricing. The 
immaculate, newly 
designed restaurant 
is preordained 
to invite social 
gatherings for 
foodlovers residing 
in Dhaka.

Written By: 
Naila Binte Zakaria

INTO OLD 
STREET

THE

HEAVEN ON A PLATE
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“ “

Safwan Rezvi has been involved in the restaurant business 
for the last 5 years, starting with a small food cart and 
then a catering service and bakery. His experience in food 
business helped him deal with the new competitors and 
has also helped him understand the customer demand. 
Deciding on a prime location in Dhanmondi, his main goals 
with the restaurant was to offer a casual dining experience 
in a competitive price and a nice view. Every part of Old 
Street is hence seamlessly synchronized- the impeccable 
but easygoing service, the sumptuous food menu and a 
spectacular panorama of the cityscape. Special attention 
was also given to the sound setup, installing Harmankardon 
speakers for hosting social events. Along with Safwan Rezvi, 
the restaurant currently has three other partners- Hasibul 
Huda, Imtiaz Ahmed and Arman Khan.

Satmasjid Road is the 
very fi rst street launched 
in Dhanmondi, and the 

building we have chosen is 
the foremost commercial 
building to be approved 
by the government. It all 

made sense” 
– Safwan Rezvi

The name of 
the restaurant 
sparked in the 
mind of owner 
Safwan Rezvi 

when he thought 
about the street 

it was located in. 
“Satmasjid Road 

is the very first 
street launched 
in Dhanmondi, 

and the building 
we have chosen 

is the foremost 
commercial 

building to be 
approved by the 

government. It all 
made sense”, says 

Safwan Rezvi.
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“

“

The 2200 sq. ft restaurant emanates a warm atmosphere 
ideal for a cozy dining or a big gathering. The owner went for 
a rustic look with French influences in the doors, windows and 
colour scheme. “It took us 3 months to complete the design of 
the entire restaurant. We spent relentless hours to create the 
perfect ambiance in both interior and exterior. Our main asset 
was the cityscape view and the sight of Abahani filed. Hence 
we decided to keep it unobstructed”, says Mr Rezvi. 

The basic materials used for the design were metal, wood, 
glass and tiles that work in perfect harmony. Large windows 
have been installed to allow the sunlight inside the restaurant 
during daytime. For artificial illumination, warm lighting was 
setup with recessed lights and pendant lights that impeccably 
complements the wooden textures. Matte paint with shades 
of grey, yellow, green, white and black create a soothing flow. 

Every part of Old Street 
is hence seamlessly 
synchronized- the 

impeccable but easygoing 
service, the sumptuous 

food menu, and a 
spectacular panorama of 

the cityscape.
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In terms of seating arrangement, the capacity of 
100 was considered and hence, different types of 
chairs and couches were utilized. “Since my father 
is involved with timber business, he supported us 
with all the wood supply along with ply boards.  
The rest of the light fixtures, frames and electric 

machinery have been imported from China and the 
metal was bought from a local supplier”, explains 
Mr Revzi. All in all, Old Street as a restaurant, 
manages to create one of the most impeccably 
high-caliber dining experiences in Dhanmondi 
that is vibrant in spirit and on the plate. 
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ALPHABETS IN 
SUNLIGHT

We are a proud nation who has earned 
their own mother language. There are 
multiple monuments across the world 
as a recognition of that glorious event. 
Similarly, a project was initiated by 
Sylhet Agricultural University designed 
by Architect Rajon Das. The project was 
bound to be just a regular Shaheed Minar 
as the main one in Dhaka, but Rajon 
Das believed, if we wanted to recollect 
our true past metaphysically, we had to 
touch the original form physically. That’s 
how Alphabets came here as major 
design elements. 

Written By: Fatematuzzohra Suha

ARCHITECT COLUMN
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Rajon Das is undoubtedly a uniquely 
talented person with an edgy 
approach towards his work. He 
mainly tries to follow the geometry 
of traditional space around him and 
is curious about its relationship with 
the traditional lifestyle happening 
within that geometry. As an architect, 
he wanted to see our language 
movement from a new perspective. 
The project had Ar. Tanwer Burhan 
and Ar. Amitav Debnath as Associate 
Architects and Engr. Debashish 
Bhattacharjee as Structural Designer.

ARCHITECT COLUMN ARCHITECT COLUMNSHOWCASE72 SHOWCASE 73



The orientation of the monument is north-westwards and both in 
north and south of the top plaza/court, there are five feet high 
walls studded with Bengali alphabets. If you stand in that court, 
you will see the alphabet around. It also knocks as the Courtyard 
of Bengali Language. Wherever your eyes go, you can see either 
the alphabet or the sky. Since this Shaheed Minar is west-facing, 
the morning sun always rises from its back and falls into the west. 
So in every morning, the monument of alphabet looks shadowy 
and obscure and it gradually becomes enlightened and clear as 
the age of the day increases. It seems like you are in the garden 
of Bengali alphabets. All the symbols of the Bengali language 
will roam around you for some time. A speechless conversation 
between the oldest creation, the sun, and our Bengali language 
unites at the monument and thus, this monument has received 
its titled. 

The monument is named ‘Alphabet of Sunlight’ after thoughtful 
consideration. On a hilltop beside a small lake at Sylhet 
Agricultural University, the spectacular Shaheed Minar named 
has been built. It’s at the end of a few stairs that have to be 
climbed in order to reach. The monument will start getting 
visible gradually after several stairs are broken. If you get up to 
the main square/courtyard, you will have many vertical narrow 
walls towards the sky that are standing at different elevations, 
and the tiny spaces between the walls are filled with numbers 
of different alphabets of Bengali Language. The standing walls 
look like they are protesting together in harmony with the unity 
of the alphabets.

Architect Rajon Das

Rajon Das received his Architectural degree 
from Bangladesh University of Engineering and 
Technology and also serves as an Associate 
Professor currently. He is usually more interested in 
smaller projects as he believes that resembles the 
western lifestyle and compromises the space of art. 
He likes working on small projects to remain true to 
his reality and not get commercialized. Rajon Das is  
trying to reestablish vernacular features and integrate 
socio-cultural architecture types in Sylhet region, 
the north-eastern part of Bangladesh. The low-cost 
attitude and local microclimate inspired him to use 
pitch roof as a major structural element in residential 
projects. He received an award at ICE-Today Aqua 
Paint Interior Design Award 2009 in Restaurant 
Category. Some of his prominent works include; 
Sylhet Club  Ltd. at Boroshola, Sylhet, Woondaal, a 
restaurant at Sylhet, ‘Liberation War Monument’ at 
Government College, Sylhet, multiple residences and 
also, Academic Building of Faculty of Agriculture 
Engineering at Sylhet Agricultural University. 
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To uphold the deeds of University of Dhaka at the period of great Liberation 
War for future generation, “Dhaka Bishwa Bidddalay Swadhinata Stambha” 
will be constructed. Mall area will be considered as “Muktizoddha Chattar”. 
So a student competition was launched in December, 2013 in order to get a 
design proposal for the “Dhaka Bishwa Biddalay Swadhinata Stambha”. This 
design proposal by Fahim Alam (Batch’ 2008), Rafiqul Islam Tushar (Batch’ 
2010) and Al Muttasin (Batch’ 2011) had been selected among more than 70 
submissions from the students of Department of Architecture, BUET and now 
the proposal is under implementation process.

The University 
of Dhaka had 
taken an initiative 
to construct 
the “Dhaka 
Bishwa Biddalay 
Swadhinata 
Stambha” at the 
Mall area where 
stone was placed to 
construct “Kendrio 
Shahid Minar” by 
Ex. VC Professor 
Dr. Muzaffar Ahmed 
Chaudhury in 1972.

HADHINOTA

DHAKA
BISHWA
BIDDALAYA

RITI SHOUDHAS
This design of the monument for "Shwadhinota Sriti 
Shoudha" for Dhaka University is to focus on the 
sacrifice they made for the country in the Liberation 
war of 1971. From the very beginning of the history of 
this country, Dhaka University has played a vital role 
to encourage the whole nation to protect humanity 
by the force of their leadership and knowledge. And 
of course, the largest sacrifice made by them was 
knowledge. They lost a number of unparalleled 
intellects in the war. So, the design is to create a 
knowledge square to recollect their memory and to 
convey their message to future generations. 

They tried to make a monument that is enough 
informative of its thought itself, which is enough 
futuristic and unique to match with the choice of 
the upcoming generation, and of course which 
merges with the given site of mall area nicely. T hey 
tried to minimize the disturbance to the nature 
and circulation of the site. In height, material, and 
expression of the monument, they attempted to 
achieve the vibe that has given spirit to the fighters 
at that time and to make a connection bridge to the 
upcoming generations with the fighters' souls.

This proposal captures the spirit of the “Dhaka Bishwa 
Biddalaya Shadhinota Sriti Shoudha” with minimal 
intervention into the mall site. The form and material of 
the monument is novel, futuristic and has the potential for 
cognitive engagement with the viewers for generations to 
come. The jury strongly felt that this monument design 
needed to be built and has the potential to become a 
national cultural asset.

This proposal captures the spirit of the “Dhaka Bishwa Biddalaya Shadhinota Sriti Shoudha” with minimal 
intervention into the mall site. The form and material of the monument is novel, futuristic and has the 
potential for cognitive engagement with the viewers for generations to come. T he jury strongly felt that 
this monument design needed to be built and has the potential to become a national cultural asset.

MULTISEGMENT
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SOIREE
The Farmgate Park in the capital has almost become an 
undesirable place for visitors, so major consideration 
was to preserving the park, enhance its activity along 
with creating a transportation hub as well as creating 
a linkage with urban spaces so that people can have 
a rich urban park experience offering recreation and 
green space to the residents of and visitors as Kahn 
mentioned in his traffic study planning "What spaces, 
what activities, what buildings form the creative center 
of human communication?" This thesis project has 
been proposed by Emmat Ara Khan Ema, a student 
of Ahsanullah University of Science and Technology. 

URBANE
Metro Station as a Transitional Hub 

As Farmgate area is a convoluted mess when it 
comes to transportation, so introducing different 
transport might be a blunder. So started the design 
with the aim of creating connectivity of all the 
modes of transport system like MRT, bus stand 
and rickshaw as well as encouraging walking by 
emphasizing the design of individual elements 
of a pedestrian route such as footways crossing 
along roads and at junctions, roundabouts and 
other places where pedestrian and vehicular traffic 
interact keeping all these issues in my mind. 

To spread the passenger loads in different points 
and for the congestion free public circulation, foot 
over bridge and proper bus stoppage in Indira road 
and Khamarbari road has been designed. 1st floor 
is a retail floor to provide economic activity so that 
one can utilize their spare time. Shopping mall and 
food court also designed and connected with retail 
floor and concourse floor to enhance activity as 
well as make the station more economically viable.
There was an attempt to introduce the green 
vertically as well as horizontally with a water body 
which will work as aqueduct. Transperacy was 
maximized to give the view of park from the station 
as they can feel the environment from inside.

Emmat Ara Khan Ema

ARCHITECTURAL MODEL
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Design with the environment was the prior concern of 
this project; furthermore, there was an attempt to create 
urban plaza through pedestrian connectivity introducing 
different functions as maximum 60% people of Farmgate 
area travels one place to another by walking.
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Museum
Asiatic Society of Bangladesh has inaugurated the “Asiatic Society Heritage 
Museum” at Nimatali of Old Dhaka with the aim to create awareness among the 
younger generation about Dhaka’s rich culture and heritage. The museum has 
been established in the fi ve rooms of the 250 year old Nimtali Deuri, also known as 
Nimtali Gate, which was a part of the Nimatali Palace built in 1765-66 for Nayeb 

Nazim family of Dhaka by the East India Company. 

HeritageAsiatic Society

Opened

In 1843, the palace started 
decaying after the post of Nayeb-
Nazim was abolished and the 
East India Company put various 
buildings in auction. While the 
palace had disappeared over 
time, Nimtali Deuri or the western 
gate survived. The Deuri is a two-
storied building that features both 
Mughal and European styles of 
construction. This played a great 
role in creating a historical impact. 

From 1952 to 1982, the building was used by 
Dhaka University, Dhaka Museum and finally 
the Asiatic Society of Bangladesh. Later in 2010-
2011, Asiatic Society carried out necessary 
conservation works to restore the building to its 
original architectural form with financial support 
and patronisation of cultural affairs ministry.

The museum now displays artefacts depicting culture and lifestyle of people 
of Old Dhaka from 1700 to 1900. Different day-to-day items used during the 
Mughal and British rule in India including forks, knives, dishes, plates, jewellery 
box, muslin, kettles, deer antlers, cash box, jar, copper and silver coins have 
been put on display. These artefacts have been donated by families living 
in Old Dhaka. The museum will play a significant role in creating awareness 
among young generation about the rich culture and heritage of Bangladesh. 

EVENT
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Photography By : Naila Binte Zakaria

Symmetry Play
ARCHITECTURAL PHOTOGRAPHY
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Photography By : Noufel Sharif Sojol Photography By : Maruf Raihan
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NOIR HOME
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