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As I sit down to write the note of our 3rd year 
anniversary issue, I recall the memories of where we 
began our journey; a small offi  ce in Bashundhara, 
with a very small but strong team that worked 
towards one vision- to craft a magazine platform 
that becomes the byword for architecture and art in 
Bangladesh. It gives me immense pleasure to state 
that we have successfully reached the benchmark 
we had set for ourselves. We have tagged infl uential 
names with our brand, and dedicatedly represented 
the vibrant architecture and art scene of Bangladesh 
to our valued readers.

Once we sat down to discuss about our Anniversary 
special segment, what sparked in most of our minds 
was, “What better way to celebrate this success 
than reach out to the key roleplayers who have 
supported us throughout our journey?” And so we 
took a look back and all the rich magazine issues 
we have created so far, and got in touch with the 
architects, interior designers and artists who 
consistently have been the source of inspiration for 
us. And what a glorious experience it was! It was a 
major throwback to our times of struggle, planning, 
exploration, development and so much more.  Albeit 
being big in size, our special feature comprises of 
interesting elements that I believe, would be a treat 
to our readers. So get ready to be surprised!

DATO’ K.M. RIFATUZZAMAN
EDITOR

Recollecting
memories 

EDITOR’S NOTE
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This issue of Showcase magazine is significant as it is commemorating 
its 3rd anniversary with a special segment where important 
personalities in the field of art, architecture and interior design 
(whose works were published earlier) are bought together. In these 
three years Showcase remained consistency focused on works of 
excellence in these fields.

Dhaka Intercontinental Hotel was established in 1962, as the first five 
star hotel of Bangladesh designed by architect William B. Tabler. In 
1983 it became Dhaka Sheraton Hotel, in 2011 Rupashi Bangla Hotel 
and in December 2018 it has reemerged as the Dhaka Intercontinental 
Hotel with 231 luxurious guest rooms after extensive renovation of the 
old building. The design theme of the interior evolved by incorporating 
contemporary ideas with that of Mughal tradition.

This issue also showcases the 60,000 square foot new building for the 
Speed Art Museum at Louisville, Kentucky, USA, designed by wHY 
Los Angeles and completed in 2016. This museum building is formed 
by three stacked and shifted volumes sheathed in fitted glass and 
folded aluminium panels those change in response to the natural light. 
This well-designed sculptural building has introduced an interactive 
experience with transparency, light and drama within the ever growing 
complex.

Hopefully the readers will find interest in El Patron, a fine restaurant 
in central Banani, emerged recently with an accent of Mediterranean 
cuisine, culture and art and accordingly transformed its interior with 
the visual order of lines, planes and defused light.
Long live Showcase.

ADVISOR’S NOTE

K. M. Akhtaruzzaman
Chairman, Akhtar Group

Professor Shamsul Wares

Showcase Magazine has earned recognition of being the most 
elite architectural and art magazine in the country. It has been very 
selective when it comes to sorting projects to feature- the major 
selection criteria being the scope for value addition to the culture of 
architecture. It has introduced a number of structures and interior 
works from diverse sectors of the country. This includes renowned 
architects, interior designers and artists in home and abroad. This 
issue features wonderful additions like Intercontinental Dhaka, Speed 
Art Museum, Kentucky, and many more. 

As part of it, we have a duty towards our country; every one of us 
must abide by it for our own betterment. I am very glad to know that 
Showcase Magazine has always maintained its dignity towards its 
responsibilities. If everyone plays their role properly, no one has to 
witness or experience such a horrific disaster that occurred recently. 
We deeply mourn on the incident of Puran Dhaka. I share condolences 
towards the family who suffered great loss.  
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Flip through the pages to see the 
highlights of our wonderful journey of 
3 years at Showcase Magazine from 

people who made it so special! 
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The technical 
man must not be 

lost in his own 
technology. He 

must be able to 
appreciate life, 

and life is art, 
drama, music, and 
most importantly, 

people.

One has to love his 
own land, its people 
and its culture and 
think profoundly 

about these. The love 
of one’s own land is 
the eternal source 
of creative power, 

which in turn, makes a 
proper architect. 

Fazlur Rahman Khan

Muzharul Islam 

IN TRIBUTE 
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Bashirul Haq is the Principal Architect of 
Bashirul Haq & Associates Ltd. He completed 
his Bachelor of Architecture from National 
College of Arts, Lahore, Pakistan in 1964. Upon 
receiving ‘John Heimrich Tuition, Scholarship’ 
and Teaching Assistantship at University of 
New Mexico, US in 1971, Haq completed his 
Master of Architecture from the university in 
1975. His refusal to work in US to establish own 
practice in Dhaka is still talked about as young 
graduates take it as an inspiration. His works 
have been critically acclaimed for sensible and 
environment-responsive architectural style.

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of Bangladesh 
right now?

Our present Architectural expression does not reflect our place and 
culture. Climate provides us breeze and sun light and by careful 
orientation of building plan it is possible to utilize this nature’s bounty 
to create healthy and comfortable space for living. When I look at 
buildings in Dhaka, it pains me to see that we are solving somebody 
else’s culture and climate in the rendition of our buildings design.

What according to you is the future of architecture in 
Bangladesh?

Our future is in the creation of architecture which is sustainable 
in terms of environmental solution and use of material having low 
embedded energy.

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a 
career in this field

Future of architecture is hinged on what constitute sustainable 
architecture – an architectural footprint that trod carefully in nature.

When I look at 
buildings in Dhaka, 
it pains me to see 
that we are solving 
somebody else’s 

culture and climate in 
the rendition of our 

buildings design.
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What is your opinion about the architecture scene of Bangladesh right now?

Although Dhaka as well as other cities and townships in Bangladesh are largely unplanned 
and chaotic, majority of the Bangladeshi architects are exhibiting sensitive approach in 
developing plot-based built environment. Buildings designed by architects are gradually 
becoming aesthetically pleasing, environmentally friendly and experientially inspiring. 
But in contrast, our cities and towns are incrementally becoming unsuitable for human 
life and living because of the serious lack of effective road and traffic system, propoer 
utilities and services, sufficient open spaces and overall comprehensive planning. 
But it is also undeniable that many of the works of our architects are of poor quality. 
This is largely because of the lack of passion, commitment and professionalism of the 
architects concerned and also because of the clients who lack the understanding of the 
contemporary artistic sense and aesthetic values. Architecture in our country is also 
suffering for last few decades, due to the rise of nouveau riche and corporate culture 
that compel architects to express greed and false pride in architecture instead of true 
socio-cultural and ecological need.

What according to you is the future of architecture in Bangladesh?

Architects everywhere in the world for last few decades are changing their attitude and 
policy due to climate change and global warming, caused by uncontrolled emission of 
carbon and other harmful gasses known as green house gasses (GHG). Building industry 
today is responsible for 40% of the total emission of GHG in the world. In this context it 
is necessary that our architects avoid ecologically harmful industrial products as much 
as possible. They also need to innovate new built-forms using natural elements (light, 
air, water, etc.) in order to reduce heat gain and to achieve comfort with minimum use of 
electro-mechanical devices. Some of our architects are already working in this regard. 
But many of these efforts seem to be effective only for low structures. Two projects 
that obtained “Aga Khan Award for Architecture” recently from Bangladesh achieving 
ecological and cultural wisdom are both one-storey buildings. It is now expected that in 
the near future our architects will be able to create ecologically successful buildings of 
different volumes suitable for our culture, society and people.

 A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a career in this field

Architecture is a profession and not a business. An architect needs knowledge, creativity 
and  experience not monetary capital to practice his/her profession. There are codes and 
ethics to practice this profession. Competent architects need passion and commitment 
towards the profession in order to ensure better life and living for the people. There 
is pleasure in serving people. There is also the need for a sense of sacrifice in this 
profession to do good to society. Architects must be good.

Competent architects 
need passion and 

commitment towards 
the profession in order 

to ensure better life and 
living for the people.

SHAMSUL  
WARES

Professor Shamsul 
Wares is a Bangladeshi 

born architect who 
worked under Louis 

I. Kahn, American 
Architect and his 

associate, Muzharul 
Islam, the father of 

Bengal Architecture. He 
is the Dean of the School 

of Environment and 
Design at the University 

of Asia Pacifi c, and an 
architectural consultant 
at Shisrikkhu Sthapati in 

Dhaka, Bangladesh.
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HAROON UR 
RASHID

Architect Haroon Ur Rashid is an academic 
and architect who has been an active 
practitioner and won several prestigious 
awards for various projects. He started 
his career as a lecturer of Architecture in 
BUET in 1974. He is currently a Professor of 
Architecture in North South University. 

We may look 
at examples 

done by foreign 
architects but 
our heroes in 
architecture 

should form from 
our own side.

What is your opinion about the architecture scene if 
Bangladesh right now?

The architecture scene in Bangladesh has been changing 
for the better, what we see today is that there are some 
architects doing excellent work, and there is room for the 
quality of the average to improve. 

What according to you is the future of architecture in 
Bangladesh?

I am very hopeful of the future of architecture in Bangladesh, 
we have already seen two architects win the prestigious 
Aga Khan award, architects are winning ARCASIA awards. 
The future of architecture is bright and vibrant. 

A piece of advice for young architects who want to 
build a career in this field

My advice to young architects would be to be true to the 
context because architecture is a product of context and 
function. We cannot think of architecture without thinking 
of the context. We may look at examples done by foreign 
architects but our heroes in architecture should form from 
our own side. Being true to the context, being true to the 
function, true to what you are doing, and trying to evolve 
something that is truly the culture of this country, and of its 
people- that is the way to be.
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MUBASSHAR 
HUSSAIN
Mubasshar Hussain is a Bangladeshi 
architect, urban planner and educator. 
Mubasshar Hussein completed his bachelor 
of architecture from Bangladesh University 
of Engineering and Technology. He is the 
principal architect of Assoconsult Ltd. He is 
currently the president of Commonwealth 
Association of Architects and Institute of 
Architects Bangladesh. He also served as 
the president of Architects Regional Council, 
Asia ARCASIA. 

All architects must have 
this believe in their heart 
that they are equivalent 
to a national leader, who 

would present something 
beautiful to the world.

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of Bangladesh right 
now?

After the liberation, many qualified architects have emerged and have 
accomplished some excellent architectural structures. We do not have 
the tendency to follow the foreign culture of architecture blindly. Under the 
supervision of the different institute, different competitions are being held, which 
is helping the young talents in the field of architecture to grow and create a new 
revolution. 

What according to you is the future of architecture in Bangladesh?

Usage of multiple techniques has expanded the possibilities. Local materials are 
keeping the perspective of the geographical and climatic situation of our region. 
Environmental aspects are taken under consideration. Each and every structure 
prepared these days is constructed with the thought of sustainability. Many 
brilliant works are ongoing at this point of time. I am extremely hopeful that after 
the construction ends, the world will look upon us and appreciate the good work.

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a career in this 
field.

All the great leaders are known as the architect of the nation, reason being, 
they shape the country according to the vision they have. They can foresee the 
beautiful future ahead, plan for it, work according to it and finally bring that vision 
to life. Same goes for the architect; he keenly makes a vision of the structure 
and gives it an existence. All architects must have this believe in their heart that 
they are equivalent to a national leader, who would present something beautiful 
to the world.

COVER STORY
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RABIUL
HUSAIN
Rabiul Husain is a noted architect, 
poet and critic of Bangladesh. He 
has designed several residential, 
institutional and public buildings 
throughout his career. He is one of 
the leading architects of the ‘70s, an 
era marked by revolutionary ideas 
and accomplishments. Outside his 
career, he served as president of The 
Institute of Architects, Bangladesh 
(IAB) for four terms, served 
as vice-chairman of ARCASIA 
(Architects Regional Council of 
Asia), served as vice-president of 
CAA (Commonwealth Association 
of Architects) and served as 
president of SAARCH ( South 
Asian Association for Regional 
Cooperation of Architects).

“

“Architecture is frozen 
music and music is 
liquid architecture.

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of Bangladesh right now?

Architectural scene of Bangladesh right now is definitely very prosperous. It goes 
with internationality but in national ambience.

What according to you is the future of architecture in Bangladesh?

The future is bright and optimistic. Our young architects are very serious to create 
soil’s identity with the mission and vision of keeping the very Banglaliana or 
Bengaliness in their architectural creations. 

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a career in this field

Think globally and act locally on the roots and riverined alluvial soil of this free, 
sovereign and pluratic land. Be proud of Bangladesh’s rich cultural history and 
heritage.
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What is your opinion about the architecture scene of 
Bangladesh right now?

Being the President of Institute of Architects Bangladesh, 
what I see is that Bangladeshi architects are excelling in 
the international and national arenas and winning several 
prestigious award and honors. Just recently, there was a 
regional award for the excellence in architecture where 
all three awards were won by Bangladeshi architects, 
proving that they are taking a lead role in this sector. 
Winning those awards was a huge achievement and that 
gives me hope for the present vibrant architecture scene. 

What according to you is the future of architecture 
in Bangladesh?

I hope in 10 years time, in the rate that the country’s 
economy is growing, there will be a huge demand 

for architects, bringing in more competition, more 
challenges.  Bangladeshi architects who are excelling 
internationally, they work on the context of Bangladesh, 
keeping in mind, Bangladesh’s history, the climate, the 
building materials, creating original works, not being  
influenced by  the international style. It is about showing 
the international market what Bangladeshi architects can 
do for Bangladesh. 

A piece of advice for a young architect who want to 
build a career in this field

If you do good work , in this present context, it is very 
easy to be published  or gain exposure because of social 
media, bringing awareness to  what is good architecture, 
and who are the architects doing those works, they will 
be able to come up to the spotlight. But it takes time and 
patience. There is no shortcut to success.

JALAL 
AHMAD
Architect Jalal Ahmad is the 
Principal Architect and Managing 
Director of J.A Architects. He has 
been elected as the Vice President, 
Asia of the Commonwealth 
Association of Architects for 2016-19 
and is currently the Vice President 
(National A� airs) of the Institute of 
Architects Bangladesh (IAB). He also 
has served as Honorary Secretary 
of Architects Regional Council 
Asia (ARCASIA) during 2009-10. 
During the 32 years of his career, 
he has designed various projects 
ranging from large urban academic 
campuses to small rural training 
centres made of mud blocks and 
from multifamily urban apartments 
to low cost housing for the rural 
poor. He also has vast experience in 
industrial building designs.

Our mentor, the late Muzharul 
Islam, gave us a directive to 

follow: be original, honest and 
sincere to your clients. 
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What according to you is the future of architecture in Bangladesh?

For a long time, our architects were busy designing single buildings in individual plots. Now, everyone has 
become concerned about collective urban interventions. Architects and planners are working on whole swaths 
of urban, semi urban and rural lands comprising of not only many plots but also of urban amenities and 
infrastructure. Other new fields of works have emerged / emerging in a big way – such as community based 
participatory design, interior design, landscape design, heritage building conservation and many other fields. 
Many new architecture schools are churning out new batches of fresh architects each year. I think that in recent 
future, Bangladesh has a lot of various types of works to keep them all busy. 

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a career in this field

The profession is being highly impacted by globalization. A number of international architecture firms are 
coming here to work and many Bangladeshi architects and students are going abroad for study and work. My 
suggestion to the young architects would be to attain and maintain an international standard of professional 
competence, especially regarding the technical skills. I would strongly suggest that the young architects who 
are going abroad; they should come back once their higher study and apprenticeship is complete. Another 
point is, previously Bangladesh architecture was confined in big cities, and especially in Dhaka. Now-a-days 
construction work is going on all over Bangladesh, in many smaller cities, towns and also in the village. The 
young architects should get involved in this wave of development activities. 

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of Bangladesh right now?

The professional practice of architecture in Bangladesh is currently going through a significant growth in 
quantity and also in many cases quality also. Recently two Bangladeshi architects recieved the prestigious 
Aga Khan award for architecture simultaneously in the same year. Historically, Bangladeshi pioneer 
modernist architect Muzharul Islam showed the way of first-rate architecture during the decades of fifties, 
sixties and early seventies. Many prominent western architects also worked here during these times. Just 
after liberation, the whole nation was busy in nation-building activities. Later on, the long toil of developing 
our own architectural style was carried on by hundreds of Bangladeshi architects, the result of which we 
are starting to see now. In the background, the growth in different sectors like economy, education, health 
and infrastructure and also the factor of globalization has immensely influenced the shape of architecture 
practice in our country. 

The young architects 
should get involved 

in this wave of 
development 

activities. 

ABU SAYEED  
M.  AHMED

Abu Sayeed M. Ahmed is  a 
renowned architect and 

architectural conservation 
specialist from Bangladesh. 

He served as the president of 
Institute of Architects Bangladesh 

(IAB) for its 21st Executive 
Council (2015-2016). Some of his 

notable works include restoration 
of Baro Sarder Bari, Sonargaon, 

restoration of brick temple in 
Wari Vatweshar, restoration of 

Varendra Reseach Museum etc. 
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EHSAN 
KHAN

Architect Ehsan Khan shifted from Dhaka 
to Mymensingh to pursue his degree in 
Architecture from Bangladesh University of 
Engineering and Technology (BUET). He has 
designed prominent hotels like Amari and 
Lakeshore Hotel. He has also designed the 
Mausoleum of the founder of Bangladesh 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman at Gopalgonj. Ehsan 
Khan was nominated for Aga Kan Award for 
Architecture in 2010 for designing Nishorgo 
Oirabot Nature Interpretation Centre.  

Architecture must be loved 
by people and inspire 

people to live positively.

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of 
Bangladesh right now?

In the last twenty years, due to the rapid growth of urbanism and 
rise of the middle class, there is a need for new development in 

housing, workspaces and civic facilities. Nowadays, architects 

are successfully involved in housing, commercial, socio-cultural 
facilities and industrial development. Along with these major 
areas of development, architects are working in different sectors 
like informal settlements, slum upgrading, rural settlements, 

infrastructure planning, urban design & landscape etc. It is positive 

that architects are extending their services at different layers of the 
society.
 
What according to you is the future of architecture in 
Bangladesh?

Architects were previously involved mostly in building architecture. 
Now the profession has been expanded and very wide in nature. 
It is extended from furniture design to building, cities and regional 
development. I think in future, architecture will make a large impact 
in shaping the urban and rural environment in Bangladesh.
 
A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a 
career in this field

Young architects who want to build a career should feel the need to 
build a physical environment  as such that it should be committed 
to a natural and built environment and also beneficial for present 
and future generation.

COVER STORY

SHOWCASE50 SHOWCASE 51



Mustapha 
Khalid 
Palash
Mustapha Khalid Palash is considered one 
of the leading contemporary architects of 
Bangladesh. His constructions are noted for 
their contemporary 21st century modernist 
style, verging on experimentalism. His 
approach towards architecture makes 
him peerless or practically singular in the 
country. He is the Principal Architect of 
Vistaara Architects (PVT.) Limited.

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of Bangladesh right now?

Being a newer profession, the practice of local modern architecture has been 
emerged from the inception of the masterpiece of Louis I Kahn and with the 
works of the avant-garde architect, Muzharul Islam, and obviously has seen the 
limelight after the independence in 1971. Till early 90s, experimentations have 
been sorted both in positive and negative senses and finally it seems that the 
local architects are on a track befitting to time and context and they are producing 
commendable works with regard to the global context. Further, the clientele has 
also become more discerning and impacting the architecture practice and its 
outcomes have become a matter of pride among the neighbouring nations. Now 
it is the time to connect architecture more with the people and with the evolving 
culture.

What according to you is the future of architecture in Bangladesh?

Being a comparatively young nation and being architecture a newer profession; 
I am quite proud of the achievements so far gained in the architectural realm of 
Bangladesh.  Till the early 90s, there was only one school giving architecture 
training but nowadays there are more than 25 institutions all over the country 
providing architecture education. It is a great concern that the architecture 
pedagogies and the faculties are to be properly tuned with the practicalities 
to deliver a huge number of graduates who are stepping into the professional 
arena every year. For a developing nation, the scope of architecture practice is 
enormous and there is always a chance of pushing the prevailing positive trend 
towards a wrong direction. Hence, we need to be careful of the situation which 
may affect the current trend. 

Beauty is 
truth; truth 
is beauty

A piece of advice for young architects who 
want to build a career in this field

Young architects are like ‘soft clay’ and during 
their early years at least for 5 years, they should 
mould themselves towards a trend that really 
would shape the overall architecture practice of 
the country. Young architects should continue 
learning after graduation from the real world. 
They should study the great works of local 
and foreign architects to grab the positive 
knowledge from there.
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MOHAMMAD 
FOYEZ 

ULLAH
Mohammad Foyez Ullah is one 
of the preeminent architects of 

Bangladesh. He has been an 
academic since 1993. Concurrently, 

a successful legacy in the 
professional fi eld was also initiated 

when he co-founded Vistaara 
architects in 1994. After a decade 

long successful partnership in 
Vistaara, Ar. Foyez Ullah regenerated 

his practice through Volumezero 
in 2008. Over this particular phase, 

Volumezero has already become an 
entity that consolidates the legacy 

of its founder in the leadership of 
architecture and design.

I believe the future of architectural 
expressionism in Bangladesh 

hinges on the creation of many 
such needs, I am optimistic!

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of Bangladesh 
right now?

As of late, architects have broken the shackles that have once limited 
the potentials of the profession. I believe the architecture scene has 
evolved and it will continue to do so in the foreseeable future.
 
What according to you is the future of architecture in Bangladesh?

Good architecture is the creation of a need. The distinct architectural 
expression of the national parliament complex was never a necessity, 
we only needed an architectural statement but, now that we have the 
distinct geometric composition of that complex, can we live without 
it? I believe the future of architectural expressionism in Bangladesh 
hinges on the creation of many such needs, I am optimistic!

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a career 
in this field

Failure and success are both part of life. It is uncertain, but owning 
your failures is as important as reveling in your successes. If you hit 
rock bottom it is a strong foundation to start anew with the lessons 
learned from failures. Persistence and passion never go in vain. If you 
love what you do, you need not worry. 
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RAFIQ
AZAM

Rafi q Azam is the Principal Architect of 
Shattoto, an architecture fi rm based in Dhaka 
with a focus on “architecture for green living”. 
Formed in 1995, Shatotto intends to unearth the 
lost history and heritage of Bengal and recreate 
the missing link of its urban and rural culture.  He 
graduated in 1989 from Bangladesh Engineering 
University (BUET), Dhaka. His many awards in 
both art and architectural works include three-
time recipient of World Architecture Community 
Award 2008-09, Emerging Architect of the 
world by Urban Land USA 08 etc. 

Architects need to be 
warrior philosophers. 

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of Bangladesh right now? 

Bangladesh’s history is very rich. Starting from the very beginning, we have history of Hindu culture and Buddhist culture 
with a huge number of monasteries as centers of excellence and then from pre Mughal period to British period and then 
finally the ongoing Bengali period. All contain huge amount of history and innovation making an era of enlightened. We 
have history from mid of 1950 to late 60’s, where a unique movement of critical modern architecture took place, which was 
led by architect Muzharul Islam, and many other international architects like Paul Rudolph, Louis I Kahn, Constantinos 
Doxiadis and many more.  It’s the high time in architecture at present, and the system is going through a very vibrant phase 
of architecture, where new generation of architects are trying to understand the great history of Bangladesh and intertwine 
with the contemporary world architecture justifying architecture which is global and local in both contexts. 

What according to you is the future of architecture in Bangladesh? 

Until now, architects are mostly in one sense almost servant of the rich people. But in future from my point of view , 
architects should be servant of the people; that doesn’t mean I disagree with making house, offices, clubs, etc, but the focus 
should be for the public realms. The architect should be designing open space, water body, green, roads, etc. Architects 
are important to be a part of the policy makers alongside the politicians and other professionals. 

A piece of advice for the young architects who want to build a career in this field

It is not easy to define architects because it is difficult to define what architects do. An architect can be a good painter, auto 
cad operator, designer, film maker, good builder, fashion designer, photographers; but none of these define an architect 
as an architect. Actually the most powerful tool that can define an architect is the knowledge that they possess which helps 
them to think what needs to be done. So in my point of view architects need to be warrior philosophers. 
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SALEH 
UDDIN 
BADAL

Professor Dr Saleh Uddin Badal 
is an eminent architect who 

loves exploring and connecting 
design principles between art, 

architecture, interior, product 
design and installation. His 

recent work of product design 
involves various digital tools, 

including 3D digital model, 
laser cutter, CNC router, and 3D 
printer in addition to traditional 
tools.  From an architect, artist, 

educator to an organizer, 
author and product designer, 

he has proven that with 
perseverance, one can master 

in all trades of design.

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of Bangladesh 
right now?
Architects in Bangladesh are able to set a positive trend to educate 
the general mass about value of design. Design in everyday life is also 
becoming evident. Architecture, interior, landscape, product, fine arts, 
film, music, and various other forms of arts get influenced from each other 
and that is what is also starting to emerge. Our architects are bold and 
courageous and at the same time, sympathetic to our future environment. 
We have come a long way since our independence in 1971.

What according to you is the future of architecture in Bangladesh?
Not many countries have the opportunity to build like Bangladesh. With 
economic growth, we have more opportunity to design a variety of building 
types and their respective contexts. I would think that our architects 
are also interested in expanding in sub-urban and rural environment. 
Opportunities lie in experimentation with material, form, performance, and 

technology. Accommodative building codes allow designers to build in 
fewer constraints in Bangladesh than other developed western nations.

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a career in 
this field
The act of design should be something from your heart that you enjoy to 
do. It should not be motivated by money. All design has similar thread 
of principles, so, it does not matter if you are designing a large building 
or designing a piece of furniture or an everyday useable product, or 
painting an art. Learn principles before jumping into design. Know how to 
put things together in physicality more than digitally. More and more you 
will be using tools such as digital models, laser cutters, 3D printers, and 
CNC routers. Understand your tools better so that proper methods can be 
used to get effective results. Do not think too much, draw your thoughts in 
paper, you will see more.

All design has 
similar thread of 
principles, so, it 

does not matter if 
you are designing 

a large building 
or designing a 

piece of furniture 
or an everyday 

useable product, or 
painting an art. 
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Ferdous 
Ahmed
Ar. Ferdous Ahmed is a profound name in 
the architectural realm of Bangladesh, who 
has made immense contribution with his 
remarkable works of design and concepts. 
He is one of the Directors of the Architectural 
fi rm, Prokalpa Upodeshta Ltd.  He has a 
long track record especially working in 
many building and other projects under 
Govt., Semi-Govt., Autonomous and Private 
Organizations in the country and abroad. 
Keeping up with the technological advances, 
he has experimented with form, material, 
aesthetics, and most importantly the idea of 
architecture refl ecting the lifestyle, tradition 
and cultural life of the people of the nation.

Try hard to 
do honest 

professional 
practice in 

every sense

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of Bangladesh 
right now?

I feel at present, the scene of architecture in Bangladesh is taking shape 
of an international standard, considering the design and product level. 
Availability of technology and building materials give us wide scope of 
designing functional and beautiful buildings which is creating more and 
more beautiful livable environments.
 
What according to you is the future of architecture in Bangladesh?

The future of architecture in Bangladesh will give our next generation 
architects a wide range of practicing field for growing demand of our 
developing country also growing awareness of the people about 
architecture.
 

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a career 
in this field

As I am a practicing architect, I am very much convinced for architecture 
as a profession and for anyone who want to become an architect, my 
advice would be to try to become a convinced and dedicated professional 
architect. Your sincere service can make you and the country proud. 
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SAIF UL 
HAQUE 
Saif Ul Haque is an architect and 
educator based in Dhaka. Saif Ul Haque 
completed his bachelor of architecture 
from Bangladesh University of 
Engineering and Technology and 
established Diagram Architects in 1984 
with two other partners. He later started 
his own practice Saif Ul Haque Sthapati.

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of 
Bangladesh right now?

The architecture scene of Bangladesh is very vibrant 
now. Architects are putting in great efforts in shaping 
the physical environment. Some of these efforts have 
already received attention from both home and abroad. 

What according to you is the future of architecture 
in Bangladesh?

The future of architecture appears quite bright to me. 
Architects of Bangladesh are engaged in taking on 
the challenges facing Bangladesh in terms of physical 
transformation and the role of architects will become 
much bigger in the days to come. 

A piece of advice for young architects who want to 
build a career in this field

I am not in the habit of giving advice but I can share my 
experience. I have tried to understand the place, people 
and time in my approach to the task of designing. I did 
not find any short cuts and have always put my sincere 
efforts in engaging with the design task. 

Architects of 
Bangladesh are 

engaged in taking 
on the challenges 
facing Bangladesh 
in terms of physical 

transformation.
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MOHAMMAD 
ALI NAQI

Architect Mohammad Ali Naqi 
completed his Bachelors and 
Masters from Bangladesh 
University of Engineering and 
Technology (BUET). He is 
currently the Vice-Chancellor 
at Stamford University, 
Bangladesh. He has established 
himself as an architect, an 
educator, an artist, a musician 
and as an inspiration for his 
students and for the upcoming 
architects and designers. 

Architecture 
is pain

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of 
Bangladesh right now?
The architecture scene at the moment has a lot of new 
ideas and there are a lot of Bangladeshi architects working 
nationally and abroad with quite remarkable success. Some 
of them have won international awards, the highest honors 
in the architectural field. So the practice of architecture in 
this country is developing and has a bright future that we 
can look forward to. 

What according to you is the future of architecture in 
Bangladesh?
With so many new architecture schools that came up in the 
last 10 years, it offers a bright open future for architecture in 
this country. These institutions are privately funded, which 
allows them more freedom to experiment with new ideas 
and bring the best out of these upcoming new architects. 
These schools are very attached to the professional 
practice; there is a good flow between them. 

A piece of advice for the young architect who wants to 
build a career in this field.
My advice to them would be to have a strong discipline 
regarding their work, and to make sure that these young 
architects spend anywhere from 3 to 6 years working under 
a master architect in order to be the best themselves. 
Coming to work on time, doing the work with sincerity will 
help them to go further in this profession.
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With a wide range of 
furnishers to choose 
from and an endless 

array of customizable 
styles, Home pro 

outlet is the one stop 
solution haven for your 
contemporary home.
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PSOLUTION

Plot  15, Road  27, Block  J,Banani, Dhaka Hotline: +8801811225511    www.homepro.com.bd
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ENAMUL KARIM 
NIRJHAR
Enamul Karim Nirjhar is an award-winning architect from 
Bangladesh, recognized for architecture, fi lmmaking, 
photography, song making and writing. He is always 
trying to initiate eye opening creative processes to 
break out of stereotypical concepts. He is the founder 
and principal architect of SYSTEM architects.

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of Bangladesh right now?

The contemporary scenario of architecture in Bangladesh is progressive on one side but also atrocious 

on other side. We can differentiate it as the ethicalpractice and the showcasing architecture. May be 
showcasing architecture is complementing social shift, the recent attitudes of the generations but not 
inspiring the way of our lives with our values. I think this trend is warning for future practice and may 

affect us very harshly! 

What according to you is the future of architecture in Bangladesh?

Vision of future in most cases is very limited for the people. We hardly think of 50-100 years plan! How do 

we want to see the future of Bangladesh and what are the strategies to achieve that? Only then we can 
engage mass people in the beauty of architecture. This is the reason of depletion of beautiful works of 
our senior. Most of their works are being demolished by name of development where it could be a source 
of inspiration for the whole society. I am hopeful if the architects work together for a common vision, we’ll 

set new tradition in the arena!

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a career in this field

I can share my experience with them. When we started the practice, there weren’t much visible examples 

around; we had to showcase our work for any job. We didn’t have any reference. I came from a small 
town, didn’t know anything about the architecture. But the scenario has been changed positively now. I 
feel the junior architects should work a certain period of time with an architect, whose practice, works and 
philosophy inspire them. It can be struggling in many ways but I believe it’ll pay them in long run. Winning 
at some competitions is not a big deal but continuing on with a profession and making a process matters. 

Honesty is aesthetics, 
aesthetics is honesty!
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Tanya
Karim

Architect Tanya Karim is a founding 
partner at Tanya Karim N.R Khan 
Associates, an architectural fi rm 
spearheading contemporary 
thoughts in Bangladeshi architecture 
in the summer of 1991. The works of 
TKNRK have been nominated and 
has won various prestigious national 
and international awards and they 
have been published widely both at 
home and abroad. 

Through di� erent awards 
and publications, the 

architects of Bangladesh 
have proven to the 

world that the quality of 
architecture in our country 

is extremely high.

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of 
Bangladesh right now?

I think the architecture scene of Bangladesh is very vibrant. 
Besides, they establish practices. There are many young 
talented architects coming up every day. Through different 
awards and publications, the architects of Bangladesh have 
proven to the world that the quality of architecture in our 
country is extremely high.

What according to you is the future of architecture in 
Bangladesh?

The future of architecture in Bangladesh is very promising; 
however, we must maintain high professional standards and 
an extreme sensitivity towards our context in order to earn 
the respect of the order.

A piece of advice for young architects who want to 
build a career in this field

They should maintain integrity, honesty and professionalism. 
They should not give into unjust pressure from clients and 
protect the dignity of our profession.
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NURUR 
RAHMAN 
KHAN

Architect Nurur Rahman Khan is a 
founding partner at Tanya Karim N.R 
Khan Associates, an architectural 
fi rm spearheading contemporary 
thoughts in Bangladeshi architecture 
in the summer of 1991. The works of 
TKNRK have been nominated and has 
won various prestigious national and 
international awards and they have 
been published widely both at home 
and abroad. 

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of 
Bangladesh right now?

Comparing to the neighbouring countries, we have a very 
strong architectural scene which is also getting international 
recognition. We must stay towards quality work and display 
high level of sensitivity focus to maintain our status.

What according to you is the future of architecture in 
Bangladesh?

The future of architecture of Bangladesh can be very bright 
if we maintain high degree of professionalism in our work. 
Our future is ours to build and we can only do that if we 
are true to ourselves and history and our context. It is also 
important for the quality of architecture education grow in 
order for us to produce sensitive and responsible architects. 
A piece of advice for young architects who want to 
build a career in this field

Architecture demands seriousness, sincerity and 
sensitiveness. It also demands passion and a lot of 
hard work. Young architects should pursue their career 
in architecture with integrity, sincerity and attitude 
to serve with dignity and honesty. It’s a wonderful 
subject that can be extremely rewarding but it requires 
patience and sacrifice.

We must stay 
towards quality 

work and display 
high level of 

sensitivity focus to 
maintain our status.
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BAYEJID M. 
KHONDKER
Ar. Bayejid M. Khondker creates places and 
spaces that engage in a dialog with the history, 
beliefs and needs of a particular place and time.  
As a profound architect of Bangladesh, he works 
on many scales, thoughtfully designing public 
places and spaces, to build on the unique local 
character and the best qualities of the forms 
inherent in that geographic region. At present, he 
is the Principal Architect of his fi rm, Nakshabid. 
Some of his notable projects include, Karupannya 
Factory in Rangpur, Dargahtala Jame Masjid, 
Bijoy Rakeen City, Military Museum, ABC Heritage 
in Uttara, S.M Tower in Uttara, Kamal Residence in 
Baridhara, Panthaneer in Dhanmondi etc.

 What is your opinion about the architecture scene of Bangladesh right now?

Current architecture scene of Bangladesh is a ‘no wonder’ production of our prevailing non-
homogeneous society and economy. The prototype is created in Dhaka and its paperback editions 
spread all over the country. These do not bother to consider city as a whole. A very tiny stream of 
sensible architecture is seen in the maddening blocks. And a little hope is that public bodies are 
recently got some consciousness of ‘Public Spaces’, though being too late. Otherwise, we are creating 
a dangerous context for the coming time.   

What according to you is the future of architecture in Bangladesh?

City is important before architecture. I’m not very much hopeful about the future of current Block 
Developments. It mostly depends on our government’s development policy in this sector. If the controlled 
and people-oriented development is not done in city level, acrobatic architecture will grow beside slums.

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a career in this field

In this profession, you have to choose and create your path by yourself; the path does not end, it only 
transforms into something new every time. Every architect’s journey has only a start point, so if you can 
recreate yourself in every beginning; be an architect.

“ “GOD LIES 
IN DETAIL
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SALAUDDIN
AHMED
Ar. Salauddin Ahmed is a contemporary 
architect in Bangladesh. He is the founder 
of Atelier Robin Architects, a renowned 
architectural fi rm in Dhaka, Bangladesh. He 
holds the Principal Architect’s position in 
the practice and has been the driving force 
in running a 12 person’s o�  ce since 2001. 
Some of his notable projects include Karim 
Residence in Bashundhara, Ishtiaq Residence 
in Nikunja, Head O�  ce of Concern 
Worldwide in Gulshan, Cafe Mango etc.

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of Bangladesh right now?

Measure of architecture cannot be taken by looking at mere buildings. Its breadth 
is beyond its given skin. Its presence reflects the aspired minds of its citizens. 
Architecture of a place reflects the collective voices of its dwellers. Bangladesh 
at this moment is doing fantastic and commendable works in architecture but 
unfortunately, very few are getting to know or experience them. I am sure in the 
near future this gap will be shortened. 

What according to you is the future of architecture in Bangladesh?

Future of architecture in Bangladesh is very good I would say. Architecture and 
its value addition is time consuming. A nation takes and deserves prolong time 
to elevate its architectural heritage. We are too young of a nation to claim that 
ground. As a nation, we need to develop a true sense of national pride and 
understanding of architecture’s value. We are a bit behind in this. Thus, we need 
to invest our time. Rest will be okay.

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a career in this field

Young architects should not rush into the practice of architecture. There are no 
short cuts in this vocation. Hard work and passion is a good recipe for one to be a 
better architect. Please do study great architect’s works as well.

““ Bangladesh at 
this moment is 

doing fantastic and 
commendable works 

in architecture but 
unfortunately, very few 
are getting to know or 

experience them. 

COVER STORY COVER STORYSHOWCASE78 SHOWCASE 79





The Majestic 
New Face Of

Some wise man once said “True compassion does not 
sit on the laps of renovation; it dives with an approach 
to reconstruction”. To truly understand the value of 
these words, you must visit the recently refurbished 
InterContinental Hotel, Dhaka. This jaw-dropping 
,prominent luxury hotel has renovated its old building 
and made a comeback this year to leave you absolutely 
awestruck!  

Written By: Fatematuzzohra Suha

INTERCONTINENTAL, DHAKA

POSH INTERIOR
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The fi ve-star hotel 
has kept the main 

structure of the 
building intact 

while incorporating 
local culture and 

tradition in a 
Mughal architectural 
style into its design 

and it will truly 
leave anyone 

mesmerized.! The 
refurbishment 

process of the hotel 
took four years to 

complete is almost 
towards its end.  

The hotel hopes to 
set a benchmark 

in the hotel scene 
of Bangladesh, 
attracting both 

national and 
international guests. 

Located in the 
heart of the city, 
InterContinental 

Dhaka is easily 
accessible from all 

key city landmarks.

The InterContinental Hotels 
Group (IHG) is renowned 
worldwide for its excellence in 

work. The company masters in the creation of intrinsic hotels 
around the world.  Each hotel offers its own distinctive style, 
from heritage elegance to urban chic and resorts on tropical 
shores, making it an ideal brand for travellers with discerning 
tastes.  InterContinental Hotels Group (IHG), one of the 
world’s leading hotel companies, has the commencement 
of commercial operations of InterContinental Dhaka in 
partnership with state-run Bangladesh Services Limited 
(BSL).  After the makeover of the former Ruposhi Bangla 
Hotel, it started as InterContinental Dhaka, when Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina formally inaugurated it. 
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The Architectural Design of the hotel was done by LW Design 
Group LLC, based in Dubai with Damian Talbot as the project 
manager. As for the Interior Design, an Australian design firm 
named Chada (CHA) Pvt. Ltd was commissioned to refurbish the 
hotel. Chada is recognized as one of the world’s leading interior 
design studios, with more than three decades of experience 
and 110 successful projects to its name. Its core specialism 
is high-end hospitality design, but the practice also works in 
the residential, corporate and aged care arenas. The highly-
awarded team bring a depth of experience and knowledge to 
projects and a creative flair that makes every interior experience 
unique. Over three decades, Chada has become the number 
one interior architecture practice specializing in the hotel and 
leisure industries in Australia and the Pacific Rim.

The colour is picked in 
determination to fl aunt 

neither bold nor blunt but 
if you see around, you’ll 
fi nd a perfect balance 
in colour palette that 
contains a bit of both.
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The design team was dealing with important historical bones and so it was important 
to recapture the glamour and elegance that had disappeared long ago. The project 
presented a few challenges for the interior designers because of its architectural 
complexity and the timelines set by the owners. Chada took over the lead design 
role among the line-up of international consultants for the complete renovation and 
refurbishment of the classic Sixty’s hotel. The original plans were studied and the 
design team decided to return the hotel’s porte-cochere and entrance to its original 
1960’s location alongside the main guestroom wing and to convert the previously 
extended new lobby into a food and beverage precinct. The design direction chosen 
is a mix of European grand luxury, entwined with a tapestry of colour and texture that 
is symbolic of the Bangladeshi culture.
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The design direction 
chosen is a mix of 

European grand luxury, 
entwined with a tapestry 

of colour and texture 
that is symbolic of the 
Bangladeshi culture.

POSH INTERIOR POSH INTERIORSHOWCASE90 SHOWCASE 91



If you have previously been to this structure before it was refurbished, the instant 
response at the fi rst glance is bound to make leave you stunt but if you care to put 
some attention to the details you will be amazed to see the amount of thought and 
creative is invested in making the whole area as you see it now! The combination of 
golden elegance and simplicity of white with perfect amount of lighting in proper space 
has made the place a delight to look at. 
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Built in a contemporary design, the hotel 
offers 226 stylish guest rooms, including 
multiple premium or deluxe rooms, deluxe 
suites, superior suites, diplomatic suites 
and presidential suites. Guests staying 
in the Club InterContinental Rooms can 
access the Club Lounge to relax, work, or 
enjoy exclusive dining options including 
breakfast, evening beverages and canapés. 
InterContinental Dhaka offers 2 exquisitely 
designed ballrooms and 7 spacious meeting 
rooms equipped with the latest technology. 
With over 21000 square feet of specially 
designed space for meetings and events, 
the hotel promises flawlessly executed 
corporate and social events.
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The poolside view is a noteworthy attraction that you will defi nitely enjoy. The 
arrangements are made in such a way that it will instantly set up your mood for some 
relaxation. Along with the people staying at the hotel, outsiders can also enjoy a quality 
time at the nearby restaurant beside the pool, enjoy a nice drink or their delicious 
delicacies accompanied by a tremendous poolside view. The view during the day and 
night is very di� erent, yet incomparably aesthetic
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InterContinental Dhaka features 
unrivalled facilities and amenities 
including a temperature-controlled 
swimming pool, overlooking 
Ramnapark, a gymnasium, a 
steam room, a sauna and a spa, 
offering an extensive menu of 
signature therapies. The hotel 
also offers the finest dining 
options with an array of local and 
world cuisines including indulgent 
all-day dining, a speciality 
restaurant, a café in the lobby 
and a pool bar. The hotel has the 
most comprehensive and highest 
capacity meeting and event 
facilities in the city, where you can 
host any type or size of events. 
The hotel offers over 21,000 sq. ft. 
of combined indoor meeting and 
exhibition space. 
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The hotel has a dedicated concierge service 
team that provides attentive and tailored 
service to ensure that every guest experiences 
personalized luxury during their stay. It has 
ultra-modern meeting facilities and banquet 
facilities with high ceilings, high-speed internet, 
audiovisual, digital technology and other tailored 
services. Besides, environmental protection 
had also been given the highest priority. For 
this, the entire hotel illumination has been done 
in a way to save 30 per cent of electricity. If you 
are looking forward to having an experience of 
a lifetime indulged in deluxe luxury, you must 
pay a visit at this beautifully crafted oasis.
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MonwarMustafa
Mustafa Monwar is an eminent Bangladeshi artist, painter, sculptor, puppeteer, 
TV and radio programme director, producer, performer, and a professor of the 

Department of Drawing and Painting at the Faculty of Fine Arts, University of Dhaka. 
He is currently the Chairman of Bangladesh Shishu Academy. Popularly known as 
the ‘Puppet Man’, he continued to touch people’s hearts with his puppet plays. He 

was awarded Ekushey Padak in 2004 by the Government of Bangladesh. 

All art forms 
can be 

combined 
in puppetry-

painting, 
voice and 
oratory, for 
example.

What is your opinion about the art scene of 
Bangladesh right now?

Which country has such a vast literary, cultural and 
artistic legacy that we have? Our art scene is vibrant 
and we have to nurture this mesmerising cultural 
heritage with our artistic practice.

What according to you is the future of art in 
Bangladesh?

With introduction of new mediums and new themes, 
the future of art in Bangladesh is brighter now, 
more than ever. Bangladesh’s rich heritage can be 
passed on to the newer generations through films 
and puppetry. These are great mediums to spread 
social messages in the country. 

A piece of advice for young artists who want 
to build a career in this field 

More artists should think about building a career in 
puppetry and taking this medium to the next level. It 
can be a great way to learn aesthetics and painting 
as well. All art forms can be combined in puppetry--
painting, voice and oratory, for example. It is a very 
important medium for children.
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The art scene is doing fantastic 
right now, especially the young 
generation of artists. They are 
working with strong motives and 
an international approach.  The 
young generation now has more 
opportunities generated due to all 
the art galleries and the exhibitions, 
something that we did not have 
50 years ago. Art 50 years ago 
was very different, with time it 
has changed, thanks to the young 
generation of artists. Art must be 
protected and patronized. 

What is your opinion about 
the art scene of Bangladesh 
right now? 

What according to you is the future of art in Bangladesh?

The future cannot be predicted in my opinion or described in so 
many words. But I will say that the art has changed, because some 
artists make art of the past, some make it for today and some make 
it for the future, it all depends on the artist’s individual tastes and 
his or her own creative world that they have created, with the help 
of contemporary works of other artists and technology. I feel that 
art is a type of meditation; it is therapeutic for the artist who makes 
it and for the viewer who views it. 

A piece of advice for young artists who wants to build a 
career in this field. 

I think advice is arbitrary. How can I give advice to artists when 
each and every artist creates a different world for themselves? 
What may work for one artist may not work for someone else. My 
recommendation would be to work, work and work, honing their 
craft so that they can hold up their art in the eyes of the world.  
Art needs dedication and takes time to reach a certain way. 
There are no shortcuts to success, you have to love your works 
and give time to it for it to grow.

Art is useless, 
meaningless, 
but we need it 
in everyi nch 

of our life.

Monirul Islam is a 
Bangladeshi artist 

known to work 
with watercolour, 
printmaking, oil 

and mixed media. 
He is one of the 
most prominent 
names in the art 

scene, with his 
artworks being 

widely exhibited in 
both Bangladesh 

and abroad. In 
his kaleidoscopic 
artistic journey of 

over 45 years, he 
learned different 

strategies and 
techniques from 
eminent artists of 
Bangladesh and 

Spain. He has then 
established his 

own unique design 
which is referred 

to as “Monir’s 
School” in Spain.

Islam
Monirul
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Mohammad Iqbal 
Artist Mohammad Iqbal is a committed painter in the contemporary Bangladeshi art 

scene, known for his strong philosophical themes and experimental paintings. From the 
time he embarked on the art journey, his creative process has remained impulsive and 

ever-evolving. The artist has received several national and international awards, including 
the Aoki Shigeru Memorial Grand Prize 2005, Nomura Shoken Grand Prize 2010 etc.  

The art scene needs 
proper patrons in order to 
give these young artists 
the opportunity that they 

deserve.  

What is your opinion about the art scene of 
Bangladesh right now?

I believe that the art scene in Bangladesh is doing 
extremely well; the possibilities are endless, but 
unfortunately, there is a distinct lack of patronization, 
as well as the scene being quite Dhaka- centric. Most 
galleries prefer to feature artists who already have gained 
fame. I think in order to advance the art scene even 
further; young upcoming talents need to be featured as 
well. I feel that the government should build art museums 
in order to advance the art scene. 

What according to you is the future of art in 
Bangladesh?

The future of the art scene is in the hands of the 
talented young artists in our country who are in need of 
patronization in order for the art scene to progress. Some 
young artists are spending their own money to exhibit 
and expose their art to the international market. Proper 
patronization by galleries or arranging for showcases or 
residency scholarships for young artist will really take the 
art scene in Dhaka to the next level. 

A piece of advice for young artists who want to build a career in this field. 

As I am teaching at Charukola, I can see the immense potential that these young artists possess. 
They are doing amazing works at the moment and will continue to do so in the future. The art 
scene needs proper patrons in order to give these young artists the opportunity that they deserve.  
My advice to them would be to try to find a way to expose their art nationally and internationally. 
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Bishwajit Goswami 
is one of the most 
prominent names in 
the contemporary 
art culture. He is a 
Bangladeshi visual 
artist who uses 
painting as his primary 
medium. He holds a 
MFA from Santinikatan 
(West Bengal, India) 
and is now a lecturer 
at the Drawing & 
Painting Department 
of the Faculty of Fine 
Arts (University of 
Dhaka, Bangladesh). 
His has wonderful 
accomplishments 
under his name. 
As a contemporary 
artist, he is constantly 
pushing himself, trying 
new things and new 
mediums. 

What is your opinion about the art scene of Bangladesh 
right now?

What according to you is the future  of art in 
Bangladesh?

A piece of advice for young artists who want 
to build a career in this field 

Visual art is a global language. In this vast world, Bangladesh 
is a very small country compared to others. But despite all the 
limitations, so many people practice art. Specially, young artists 
here have that passion to create something new. We have so 
many internationally proclaimed artists who have made a name 
for themselves on their own. For their continuous process to 
explore in countless ways has not only taken them far but also 
made Bangladesh known to other countries. The history of art of 
this country is not very long. It was not academically taught for a 
very long time. Sir Shilpacharya Zainul Abedin and his fellow artist 
have started this journey in the fifties.  And surely, the wave created 
from that initiative has gotten pretty big today. So, yeah, about the 
current art scenario of this country, I would say, not poor!

I see us, the artists, as farmers cultivating various crops. 
A farmer needs to know the proper way to prepare his 
fields, right time to plant seeds. An artist also needs to 
know his fields and ideas just like him. We create art 
in so many mediums, old and new, based on various 
concepts. But one needs to be very true to his purpose, 
to his journey. Some of the young artists seem to be 
losing their way, their thoughts getting scattered. The 
academic system and syllabus need to be up-to-date 
to keep our pace with the world. We need to create that 
space to research more, adopt the various applications 
to help young artists for better understanding. Only 
then we can hope to see more original practice of art. 

Only experience cannot be the key to create art. You 
need that madness, those limitless dreams - something 
that the young people have in their very nature. All 
they need is an opportunity. We need to avoid those 
matters that have little concern. I advise the young to 
follow Kazi Najrul and his struggles throughout his life 
to become a bolder version of them. Every artist has 
his own unique quality. But there are some essential 
qualities that one needs to sustain. They need to be 
very clear to themselves, the thoughts and ideas and 
emotions need to come within themselves. And they 
need to be open to all those aesthetics, to welcome the 
new. Instead of suppressing your ambitions due to the 
fear of failure, you must think bigger.
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Through 
internet 

and social 
media, 

artists 
now are 

searching 
new 

horizons for 
exposing 
their arts.

What is your opinion about the art scene of Bangladesh 
right now?

Bangladesh art scene is quite satisfactory, as the new generation 
fine artists are doing so well. They are finding new arenas and 
opportunities for exposing themselves. Through internet and social 
media, they are searching new horizons for exposing their arts. Most 
of the Bangladeshi artists are participating in the prestigious global 
shows and symposiums. Not only Dhaka based artists, artists from 
all over the country are in a very good shape right now.

What according to you is the future of art in 
Bangladesh?

Paintings and prints are two major mediums of fine-
arts. Sculpture is another medium. These three are 
the main exponents of fine arts. Recently performing 
art has become a gorgeous component as well. It 
carries a message; I must say a very strong message. 
Some include changing the society, traffic art, 
reshaping theories of art, contemporary crisis etc. As 
an artist of print media, I have some hard and fast 
rules to promote and propagate my subject.

A piece of advice for young artists who want 
to build a career in this field .

For the new comers, I have to say directly: read and 
watch. Keep on drawing and sketching the beauty. 
Fine art is absolutely a creative field. Unless one enters 
without passion, he / she will never be successful. 
When I returned home from Japan and joined Dhaka 
Charukola, I tried to reshape the department with love 
and passion, hoping one day, my department will lead 
the fine art arena of Bangladesh.

Anisuzzaman Anis 

Artist Anisuzzaman Anis is the Professor at the Department of Printmaking of the Faculty of Fine 
Art, University of Dhaka. He graduated from Institute of Fine Arts (now, Faculty of Fine Arts, Dhaka 

University) and subsequently studied construction and structural designs. For higher studies, he went 
to Rabindra Bharati University, India and Tama Art University, Japan. He established his hallmark 

through his imaginative techniques and thought-provoking themes. This enabled him to earn numerous 
prestigious awards and grants including the Grand Prize at the 13th Asian Art Biennale (Dhaka) in 2008.
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Never work 
for money, 
follow your 
passion!This is 
something that 
I have been 
following from 
the beginning 
of my art 
career and till 
the very end of 
my art career.

What is your opinion about the art scene of Bangladesh right now?

There has been a drastic change in the art scene of Bangladesh compared to 
the past; according to me, I think that the new media and performance art has 
also had a quite rapid development and improvement. 

What according to you is the future of art in Bangladesh?

The art scene in Bangladesh is currently on its on way to a much brighter 
future and I am quite sure that it will hold a strong platform in the international 
art platform in the near future.

A piece of advice for young artists who want to build a career in this field. 

I think that the new generation artists are very talented and if they continue working 
with the Bangladeshi heritage and work hard enough, I am quite sure that they 
will do well in the future.

Kazi Salahuddin Ahmed
Kazi Salahuddin Ahmed is a self taught artist who has established his name amongst the 
well known painters of our country. He has been working as a Freelance artist for nearly the 
past three decades. His works are varied in medium starting from acrylic, oils and palette 
knife on canvas to brushwork on paper etc. His works have been exhibited in a number 
of national and international exhibitions and he has won several awards for his brilliant 

portrayal of contemporary art. 
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What is your opinion about the art scene of Bangladesh right now? 

Each individual believes in expressing themselves in different ways, but art is 
definitely a significant one that is wide spread in variety of forms. The society, 
political situation, economy and information technology decides on its figure 
and becomes the roots of different opinions as well as debates. 

What according to you is the future of art in Bangladesh? 
There was period of time when culture of different regions couldn’t cross 
paths; even if it did, there was massive consideration and differentiation was 
causing alteration in the dignity of a culture. At this point of time, with the help 
of information technology, all barriers are removed. Instead of individuality, 
the culture and its root are given priority . As a result, despite of all the new 
challenges that are coming on the way, the artists are able to overcome them 
and reach new heights. Even though Bangladesh has been facing multiple 
complexities in preserving culture but that could not take away from the fact 
that many changes have come towards the positive direction.

A piece of advice for young artists 
who want to build a career in the field? 

Think global; however, stay 
true to your roots. 

Alak
RoyAlak Roy is a Bangladeshi Sculptor, best known for his 

works related with the soil and culture of Bangladesh. 
He uses mediums such as terracotta, clay, ceramic, 

stone etc to make his sculptures. He won several 
international and national awards for his contribution in 

art including Grand Award at 4th Asian Art Biennale.  

Think 
global; 
however, 
stay true 
to your 
roots. 
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What is your opinion of the art scene of Bangladesh 
right now?

There is a great demand for artists in the media community, 
in television channels, in interior design field as well. There 
are a many great artists who are displaying their works on 
an international scale, bringing great publicity and exposure 
to the field and to the artists as well.  

What according to you is the future of art in 
Bangladesh?

The mindset and the mentality of the people regarding the 
human form depicted in paintings and sculptures need to 
change, in order to truly advance the art scene. The future 
of art is bright and vibrant; the change will help to further it.

A piece of advice to young artists who want to build 
a career in this field.

We must not be so harsh in our criticism of works done by 
other artists. We spend countless hours honing the craft; 
the young upcoming artists must do the same as well in 
order to be successful. 

Mrinal 
Haque

Mrinal Haque is a Bangladeshi sculptor, 
best known for making murals on 
the city streets of Dhaka, the capital 
of Bangladesh. Born in Rajshahi, 
Bangladesh, he joined the Art Institution 
in 1977 received his BA from The Fine 
Arts Institute of Dhaka University and 
works primarily with clay, marble, 
plaster, cement, bronze, copper, 
terracotta and wood. His work has 
been exhibited across the globe in thirty 
different countries. 

We must 
not be 
so harsh 
in our 
criticism 
of works 
done 
by other 
artists.
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Bring a touch of elegance into 
your comfortable homes with these 
beautiful decorative pieces that 
accentuate your home atmosphere. 

Noir Home brings to you a 
classic black table runner with a 
simple motif, turning any dining 

table from drab to fab.

Table Runners

Eelegance
Injected

Written By: Safeeyah Ayman

Add a touch of whimsy 
and otherworldliness 
to light up your home 
with this stunning 
drop-crystal light 
fixture from Satori.

Whimsical
 Light FixturesYet another 

gem, courtesy 
of Pure Living, 
is this stunning 
white ceramic 
lamp, lighting up 
and accentuating 
the elegance for 
your home. 

White Lamp

Decorative Bowl
Floral motif decorative bowl courtesy 

of Light House, not only is the 
perfect addition for a table, but also is 

extremely functional as one can use 
this to hold keys and such. 

Decora

SHOP FOCUS
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Figurine
This dark figurine 
from Home Pro is the 
perfect accompaniment 
to a side table as 
accent piece.

Decorative Vase
A quirky set of 
decorative vase, 
courtesy of 
Home Pro, 
will make any 
living room an 
interesting place. 

Furnitech brings 
to you a stunning 
yet comfortable 
chair, which 
would look 
excellent at any 
alcove next to a 
small side table. 

Si� ing in 
Comfort

Si� ing in Style
A gorgeously 
stylish chair is an 
elegant addition 
to your living 
room, offering 
both style 
and comfort. 
Courtesy of Pure 
Living. 

Rocking Chair
A beautiful and simple 
padded rocking chair, 

brought to you by Pure 
Living, is an ideal 

addition to a verandah, 
or a living room, giving 

your space an old 
school charm with a 

touch of elegance. 

SHOP FOCUS

EXPERIENCE THE LUXURY
OF THE FIRST EVER
HOME SERVICE TAILOR
FOR VIPs IN DHAKA
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Mohammad & Son’s is a luxury watch 
boutique, initiated with the goal of 
introducing the world of quality 
watches in the Bangladesh market. 
The 2,582 sft retail store in Tejgaon 
is outfi tted with an elegant material 
palette, strengthening the brand’s 
vision to popularize the essence of 
mechanical watch craftsmanship to 
the enthusiasts in a way never seen 
before in Bangladesh. 

Written By: 
Naila Binte Zakaria

WATCH 
BOUTIQUE
MOHAMMAD & SONS

Luxury
SHOP INTERIOR
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Upon discussion, the 
team decided to design 

an open showroom, where 
customers could walk in 
and have a view of the 
whole store at a glance 

from the entry point.

Mohammad & Sons is a sister concern of Meghna Group, a brand that 
boasts of being the distributor for several prestigious luxury brands including 
BMW, Apple, Kohler, KIA motors etc. Its newest venture Mohammad & 
Son’s embarked on its journey on the 24 November 2018 with its state of 
the art sales and exhibition centre. The outlet brought in the distributorship 
of 5 prestigious Swiss and German brands- Zenith, Mont Blanc, Tag Heuer, 
Frederique Constant and Movado. “At present, Mohammad & Sons is 
one of the most prestigious watch houses in Bangladesh, offering 
authentic products and unparalleled service to the customers”, says 
Mr Mahin Rahman, Managing Director of Mohammad & Sons.

The luxurious interior of the outlet was collaboratively designed by Ar. 
Mohammad Haque Sajib and Ar. Mizanur Rahman. Ar. Sajib completed his 
Bachelors in Architecture from BUET and worked in several consultancy 
firms, and eventually started working independently in his own firm, Studio 
HDA. When the design team first met Mr Mahin Rahman, he expressed his 
dream to open a premium outlet for exclusive watches. Upon discussion, 
the team decided to design an open showroom, where customers could 
walk in and have a view of the whole store at a glance from the entry point.
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Decked out with elegantly contrasting display fixtures, the outlet 
is a showcase of materiality and tactility. “Customers can view 
all the display units from the entry point and from there, they 
can decide to move towards their desired brand, as well as 
view the other brands on their way forward. We have kept 
the office and other facilities in a concealed setting so that 
the display unit gets the main focus”, says Ar. Sajib. 

As luxury watches are considered ornamental attires, jewelry 
beads were replicated into the design. The display unit was given 
“jali” cutting in front and lights were installed behind it to give a 
feeling of sparkling stones. Similarly, tiny lights were used on 
the ceiling to create the same effect. Bright and big spotlights 
were used over the display units for clear product visibility, and 
backlight in the wall display helped to highlight the products. 
Other than the display area, small, subdued lights were given to 
create a dramatic ambience in the showroom. 

Shades of brown work as the primary colour in the whole 
showroom, exuding a luxurious aura, similar to what Mr. Mahin 
envisioned. The material palette consists of MDF veneer board 
and tempered glass for the furniture, and gypsum and particle 
board with gorjon wood framing for the ceiling. All the materials 
were sourced from the local market. It took around three and 
a half months to complete the project. During execution, slight 
modification and alteration of initial design were required to 
achieve the present look of the showroom. 
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Sayedul Hasan Rana is the Principal 
Architect of Architects Design Studio 
and UCI Dhaka. After graduating, he 
has worked in a number of private 
practices on a broad range of 
regeneration projects in and around 
the Singapore and Bangladesh, 
emphasizing in environment 
susceptibility, low cost and civic urban 
design. Some of his notable works 
include Purbachal Library, Turag 
Shommiloni, RRF TRAC, Jessore etc. 

Sayedul 
Hasan
Rana 

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of 
Bangladesh right now?

If the scene was a canvas, I see wondrous colors, shiny textures 
and abundance of wealth!  Am I feeling a bit disenchanted?

What according to you is the future of architecture in 
Bangladesh?

Love and the sheer ecology of the Mother Nature that we are 
bestowed with, I cannot but be mesmerized with the immeasurable 
possibilities in architecture of Bangladesh, if I only try and feel the 
hints that we have in our physical morphology.

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a 
career in this field.
True actualization of architecture is only possible through the 
collective actualization of architects. Will you not join the party?

True actualization of architecture is 
only possible through the collective 
actualization of architects. Will you 

not join the party?
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MASUDUR 
RAHMAN 

KHAN 

Architect Masudur Rahman Khan 
is known for designing some of the 
most signifi cant structures such as the 
Internatinal Mother Language Institute, 
Bangladesh computer council and the 
Mausoleum Complex of former President 
Ziaur Rahman. He is also famous for 
the renovation and the remodeling of 
the Bangabandhu Stadium and Sher-e-
Bangla National Cricket Stadium.

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of Bangladesh right now?
The developments in the field of architecture in Bangladesh have been immense. 
The architects are trying their best in their individual practices; with their contribution, 
Bangladeshi architecture has become diversified, comprising reflections of 
contemporary architectural attributes, aesthetic and technologically advanced. And 
that’s why the reputation of Bangladeshi architects, both nationally and internationally 
is in a very good position.  We should always remember - without a good policy and 
planning, a completely sound architecture can never be produced.

What according to you is the future of the architecture in Bangladesh?
The immediate future of Bangladeshi architecture worries me, because there are 
so many new architectural schools. But increasing of quantity always gives us more 
options, experiences and creations. Ultimately, providing proper planning and program 
with good governance can reduce our unhealthy development. I think, one day, it will 
happen in our country and then the scenario of general architecture will be automatically 
improved. Some architects are trying a lot within these limitations to improve the future, 
and I hope that this number will increase in the future.

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a career in this field
My suggestion is not to search for money initially, rather for quality and proper 
architectural training. This may be difficult in the beginning but ultimately will help to 
hone your craft and will help to build a prosperous career in the future. My key advice is 
to take experience from the quantity but act according to the quality.  

““Any good architectural 
design should have its own 

green and sustainable quality. 
It’s a prime consideration for 

any architectural work.
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Nazimuddin 
Payel

S.M Nazimuddin Payel started 
his profession as a teacher 

at Architecture Discipline, 
Khulna University after 

getting his B.Arch degree in 
2000. Consequently, he was 

also involved with regular 
architectural practice all 

over the country and was 
commissioned for some 
national level prestigious 

projects like Shadhinata Tower 
at Jahangir Gate, Delta Tower 

at Bogra and Khulna, KDA 
Liaison Office at Nikunja etc. 

In his 18 years of architectural 
practice, he has made a 

major contribution in shaping 
up the built form of the country.

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of 
Bangladesh right now?

Our architectural practice has started toddling with the hands of Architect Muzharul 
Islam and now in its youth by the dedicated efforts of the current leaders of the 
field. We are observing a significant development in last two decades by the good 
practices with several excellent projects.  Not only is that, our marked footprints 
are now evident in the international arena through the concurrent winning of 
prestigious awards. Our architectural practice already conceived a good blending 
of its own identity and the contemporary state of art and technology.

What according to you is the future of architecture in Bangladesh?

Good practices in architectural field of Bangladesh have provided a good platform 
where the young architects are also doing well. Institute of architects Bangladesh 
(IAB) has already arranged several national competitions in Architectural projects 
as well as organized many award programmes for architects, which has positively 
encouraged young architects to work with more enthusiasm and visionary. 
Besides, a mammoth of development opportunity has opened many new avenues 
for the architects. I see a bright future of architecture in Bangladesh, no doubt. 

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build 
a career in this field.

Fields for architects are expanding in volume and diversity. And these widely 
diverse fields are welcoming new spirits. So for the young architects, I’d like to 
say that it is now the time to focus on the avenue where they want to mark their 
footprints. I encourage the young practitioners to go outside the established 
metropolis with an intention to develop good practices in other developing 
cities throughout the country. We also would work to reach the marginalized 
communities through ensuring architecture for all. 

Architecture should be 
perceived in a holistic view. 
It has a certain power and 

one should be dedicated while 
practicing to understand its 

inner supremacy. 
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Sharif Uddin
Ahammed 

Ar. Sharif Uddin 
Ahammed is the CEO 
and Principal Architect 

of Sthapotik. He 
studied Architecture 

from Khulna 
University, (1998 
– 2003). He tries 

to follow traditional 
architecture pattern 

as he wants to create 
his own language of 
style in Bangladeshi 

architecture. He 
believes traditionalism 
should never go away 

from any design.

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of 
Bangladesh right now?

Bangladesh is a developing country and presently we are in MIC group. 
General people per capita income is growing. Govt is taking huge infrastructural 
work where architects role are very important for sustainable development. 
Political will is a important thing to get a sustainable architectural impression 
and the present condition of Bangladesh is very supportive to explore 
the architectural profession. Large number of architects are working 
in public as well as in private sector and they are producing splendid 
work in terms of good architecture.   

What according to you is the future of 
architecture in Bangladesh?

Future of architecture in Bangladesh is 
very good as we are a developing country 
where every day we have to solve a huge 
number of complexity. I believe, where there 
is a complexity there is a solution, so complexity 
and contradiction generates some new 
solution/ideas in architecture.   

A piece of advice for young architects who 
want to build a career in this field

Traditional knowledge and understanding of 
commonsense is very important in architecture. 
Any architecture must have relation with past. 
Past is our root. Architects should try to make 
relation with past, present and future.    

Architects should try to 
make relation with past, 

present and future.
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The Best solution 
for all your 

Furniture worries,
You name it, 

We've it
One of the 

Biggest showroom in town,

Seven floors loaded with 
branded & customized furniture,

Visit & Explore more.

Exclusively available at

                

"Serving the 
furniture industry

 
    last three decades ....."

For the



What is your opinion about the architecture scene 
of Bangladesh right now?

The practice of the profession ‘architecture’ has reached to a 
dignified status. Our practice has inspired the curiosity of analysis 
and action- that means we have strived to ask the right question 
and look for an answer that is embedded in logic. Of course, there 
had been a period when our buildings looked more like products 
of globalization than a response to the context. However, I 
believe there has been a paradigm shift. The last two decades 
have witnessed changes in our address to the problem as well 
as in public attitudes to ecology and energy consumption. This is 
even visible in ways we are responding to urban problems. This 
awareness is sure to bring in more outstanding works- I believe.

What according to you is the future of architecture in 
Bangladesh?

At the advent of economic growth, the scope for works has 
increased significantly here. New economic ventures have 
opened up vast scope for works. We get to see quite a number of 
good works and the paradigm shift in design wisdom in our future 
generations of architects are really commendable. 

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build 
a career in this field.

Believe in your culture and wisdom and practicing them through 
their interpretations in space can create ageless architecture. 

Shaila
Joarder 

Ar. Shaila Joarder is a 
practicing architect of 
Bangladesh and the 
Managing Partner of 

Nayreet Architects. She 
graduated from BUET 

and did her Masters 
from UNSW, Sydney 

Australia on Sustainable 
Development. She is also 

the Executive council 
member; Secretary 

for Urbanization and 
Environment of IAB (Institute 
of Architects Bangladesh).

Architecture 
is for people. 

It should 
speak for the 
people it is 

designed for. 
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Patrick D’
Rozario

Ar. Patrick D’ Rozario is the Managing 
Partner of Synthesis Architects 

which is an award winning creative 
Architectural and Development 

consultancy firm, founded in 1997, 
creating comprehensive services in 

architecture, interior design, planning 
and project management. In the past 

20 years, the firm has achieved quite a 
few number of awards both nationally 
and internationally for their remarkable 

contributions in architecture and 
designing, and secured the position 

as one of the leading architectural 
firms of the country.

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of Bangladesh 
right now? 

As a young nation, Bangladesh is thriving in many sectors where physical 
development playing a key role defining the scenario of architectural 
endeavour. The rapid urbanization and immense boom in construction 
sector offers a broader platform for developing a sensible built environment 
for the citizens. The relentless effort and experiments of the long time 
practitioners along with the young professionals is creating an excellent 
gamut for developing a comprehensive outcome. In the paradigm of World 
Architecture, our achievement has already been noticed and I am hopeful 
that soon we will create our own mark.

What according to your is the future of architecture in Bangladesh? 

The ongoing process of understanding the contextuality and moreover 
addressing the value of society and people strongly signals a potential 
nourishment for the practice of architecture in Bangladesh. But it lacks a 
clear indication for attaining the value of architecture. The eagerness to 
promote the national pride and to build appropriately for us on this very soil is 
an utmost need to elevate the future of architecture. 

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a career 
in the field

The field of architecture of a young nation like Bangladesh always aspires 
the fragrance of young minds. Soon after the birth, the nation noticed a 
moderate pace of developments in the field of architecture, whereas in the 
last two decades a significant achievement has been made to reshape the 
society. The world is now so global that we can’t be alone. The ever changing 
scenario of digital arena and a mammoth advancement of technological 
aspects demands fresh and creative ideas. It is high time for the young 
professional to pick up the baton and lead us to the race, where patience 
and self-esteem will put their effort into a success. 

The field of 
architecture of a 
young nation like 

Bangladesh always 
aspires the fragrance 

of young minds.
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Asif M. 
Ahsanul 
Haq
Architect Asif M. Ahsanul Haq is the 
Managing Partner of Venna Architects 
in Dhaka. Within a short period, he has 
been involved in projects of multinational 
organizations, govt. organizations, banks, 
real estate developers, NGO’s, industries 
etc. Ar. Asif recently received a mention in 
multifamily residential building category in 
the ARCASIA Awards for Architecture 2018.

What is your opinion about the architecture 
scene of Bangladesh right now?

Our motherland, Bangladesh, is one of the most 
densely populated countries on Earth. It has 
just recently fulfilled the eligibility requirements 
to graduate from ‘Least Developed Country’ to 
‘Developing’ country status. Though we are going 
through a transitional phase of development, 
Bangladesh still faces lot of challenges and 
bureaucratic difficulties. Development activities 
have largely been centralized and uneven 
throughout the country. Hence, Dhaka has been 
the epicenter of architectural professions since 
our independence. The cultural heritage and 
architecture of Bengal is very rich because the 
history of the country goes back to thousands 
of years.  As a result, a very distinct and unique 
architectural style prevails throughout the country. 
Despite a number of constraints, architects 
are doing pretty well. They are striving to do 
something better which is constantly improving the 
overall scenario. The consciousness of context is 
becoming mainstream, which is in my opinion, a 
good sign. 

Architecture is where 
our responsibility 

should go beyond 
the profession 

and contribution 
should exceed the 

contract. Social 
responsibility and 

feeling should never 
be compromised.

What according to you is the future of 
architecture in Bangladesh?

We have a strong history of architecture of Bengal. 
Our architects are working relentlessly to retain that 
image. The architecture of Bangladesh has already 
acclaimed a strong presence in the international 
arena. I hope our architecture will truly represent 
our society in a broader way. 

A piece of advice for young architects who want 
to build a career in the field

Understanding the context is a major issue and we 
should emphasize on what the site, climate and 
locality demand. At the same time, we will think 
globally. We need to be more sincere and think 
positively and should work for the betterment of the 
society. In addition to that, we must respect and 
follow the rules set by the authority. 
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RAJON 
DAS 

Rajon Das is an architect who is 
serving as an Associate Professor 

in Leading University, Sylhet. He 
likes working on small projects to 
remain true to his reality and not 
get commercialized. He received 

an award at ICE-Today Aqua 
Paint Interior Design Award 2009 

in Restaurant Category. Some 
of his prominent works include; 
Sylhet Club  Ltd. at Boroshola, 

Sylhet, Woondaal, a restaurant at 
Sylhet, ‘Liberation War Monument’ 

at Government College, Sylhet, 
multiple residences and also, 

Academic Building of Faculty of 
Agriculture Engineering at Sylhet 

Agricultural University.

What is your opinion about the architecture scene 
of Bangladesh right now?
In the last decade, the architecture of Bangladesh 
has improved greatly, but it is mainly in the form 
of aesthetic vision of the western concept and the 
technological excellence. It has dynamic visual 
expressions with no space; hence, carrying our 
own thoughts seems to be lifeless. Improvements 
are very much visible but the manifestation of the 
nature of thousand years old lifestyle of Bengal; the 
unshakable consciousness of vernacular elements of 
architecture is still unseen – though we have a few 
mind-blowing exceptions. I think our works need to be 
more intimate with those common factors like people, 
their society and culture, the soil-sun-air and rain they 
have to face every day.

What according to you is the future of architecture 
in Bangladesh?
Despite the totalitarian aggression of Architecture 
as a Product, some architects like Bashirul Haque, 
Saiful Haque, Marina Tabassum, Kashef Mahbub, 
Jalal Ahmed etc. are trying to discover the language 
of our land. All of them are consciously nationalist 
in their practice, at the same time well-connected 
with the recent global theories.   They have done 
archetypal works for us and I hope their efforts as 
well as struggles will have great impressions on the 
future architects.

A piece of advice for young architects who want 
to build a career in this field.
Architect Laurie Baker’s Advice what I remember all 
the time and want to say to my juniors: 
“Above all, use COMMON SENSE. (I think you had 
better not ask me what ‘common sense’ is!)”

“Follow your bliss and 
the universes will open 

doors for you.”-the 
most infl uential thinker 

of 20thCentury 
Professor of Literature 

and comparative 
mythology of America 

Joseph Campbell‘s 
most repeated phrase.
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TANZIM 
HASAN 
SALIM
Architect Tanzim Hasan Salim 

is the Principal Architect of  the 
architectural fi rm DWG (Design 

Works Group).  Their works focus 
on contemporary designs with 

functional aesthetics that is 
contextual, contemplative and 
progressive. He is the architect 

of the Liberation War Museum in 
Agargaon. 

““What we see today 
is the intellectual 

aptitude 
manifested through 
projects of varying 

scale and types. 

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of Bangladesh right now?

Architecture is an everchanging landscape both in terms of conceptual position 
and physical/ built reality. Bangladesh has a rich history of archeological emblems 
and has important works of modern architecture as well. Bangladesh boasts some 
finest pieces of modern architecture. What we see today is the intellectual aptitude 
manifested through projects of varying scale and types. There is a dominant 
expression of residential apartment blocks and commercial buildings from middle 
class to luxury blocks, highlighting material, space, climate and functionality. 

What according to you is the future of the architecture scene in Bangladesh?

Much has to be done in terms of city planning, management and undoubtably the 
vital issue of transportation management has to be strategically implemented at 
the earliest. Also plans to build mass housing affordable to different income groups 
is utmost essential to our current situation. Our urban amenities rarely satisfy to 
what modern cities are experiencing and enjoying. Architecture is not a superficial 
experience, it is deeply rooted to the very existence. Having said that, now what 
we observe is the very outcome of individual and collective effort towards a very 
competitive scenario. But I would also strongly suggest to start implementing 
urban infra structures through thoughtful foreseeing to overcome the challenges 
posed by our own growth.

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a career in this field.

Young architects should find their own space in this wonderful field. Some can go 
through academics or become practicing architects or may be both at a time. In 
whatever position they are serving, they are serving the society in one way or other 
which is eventual. But an architect takes a leap further to the unchartered. Then he 
enjoys his work and this is importantly essential. Passion is deeper than love and 
architects can live their passion when they love doing what they best like.
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N. Islam
Barshon 

N. Islam Barshon is the 
Chairman of the reputed 
architectural firm, Studio 
Cascade (Pvt) Ltd. 
His design philosophy 
primarily focuses on a 
minimalistic approach 
which is non-repetitive 
and exclusive. He has 
designed a number 
of retail and restaurant 
interiors including Raw 
Nation, Gentle Park, 
Kabab Factory, etc 
also so many industrial 
building & TV channel 
Like 71 News, RTV etc.

Never work for 
money. Just do 
it for career by 
quality works. 

Money or success 
will come surely.

What is your opinion about the architecture 
scene of Bangladesh right now?

As per present situation of our architecture field in 
Bangladesh, I am very happy to see that, most of 
the people like to depend on an architect for their 
projects. It could be a house, industry, commercial 
building, mall or anything. I think it’s a positive sign. 

What according to you is the future of 
architecture in Bangladesh?

Our architects are doing very well at their fields and 
a huge number of freshers are coming. But I’m very 
worried about their future because the privilege 
from government is not sufficient for this field at our 
country. If our architects get the proper facilities from 
government for their working field, I am very sure 
that we can solve any world class project by our own. 

A piece of advice for young architects who 
want to build a career in this field

In our country or other country there is a lot of good 
works happening by senior and master architects. 
Follow their works then try to learn a good lesson 
from there and give a perfect output by your own 
self. Do the work for you and your country.
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What is your opinion about the architecture scene in 
Bangladesh right now?

Today, in 2019, I feel very affirmative about the architecture of Bangladesh. 
Globalization has put an impact on architecture too; we'll observe a 
transformation, where our history of architecture is guiding us as a spine.  

We can say, fusion is ruling the architecture world, where you'll find the bold 
expressions and fine details. Most architects are more concerned about the 
quality of spatial effect he's creating whether to make a big space or cozy one; 
and all the efforts are highly visible in his works.

What according to you is the future of architecture in Bangladesh?

Truly speaking, it has started. It's the energy consumption, nature, and 
environment around us. To deal with our environment is the next step for 
architecture of Bangladesh. We need to design the canvas giving priority to 
environmental issues. In a densely populated country like us, it is tough but not 
impossible; we have to grab it and address it as the main component of design.

A piece of advice for the young architect who wants to build 
a career in this field.

For the young architects, my advice would be; architecture is not that deals 
with own creation, own metaphor, or own fantasy, rather it is more to deal with 
society, nature and human being.

Architect 
Rakib Hasan 
graduated from 
BRAC University 
in 2007. He now 
is the Principal 
Architect of Alter 
Architects & 
Associates. 

We can say, 
fusion is ruling the 
architecture world, 

where you’ll find the 
bold expressions 
and fine details.
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Roofliners

Architecture
Studio Of

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of 
Bangladesh right now? 

Roofliners Studio of Architecture was 
founded by Ar. Rajib Ahmed, Ar. Monon-bin 

Yunus, and Ar. Sarawat Iqbal Tesha. The 
firm has been associated with a number of 
projects including Nidrabilash, Gopalbanj, 

Bangladesh Energy Regulatory Commission 
(BERC), Telenor Health Office etc.

It's going through a rapid transformation phase at this moment; a 
lot of which are definitely on the positive end, ranging from common 
concept about architecture to the pattern of practice or implementation 
of design language.

What according to you is the future of architecture in 
Bangladesh?

It looks prominent considering the socio-economical development 
versus saturation point. But the ongoing transformation phase should 
be even more structured and controlled with the help of sustainable 
rules and regulations to be benefited the most in the long run.

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a 
career in this field.

 Not just a profession, you should be able to practice it as your lifestyle 
with the ethics and sensitivity to anything that affects human lives.

Know the diff erence 
between what you have 
a right to do and what is 

right to do.

Rashed
Chowdhury

Architect Rashed Chowdhury is a 
practicing architect and the founder of 
DW (Dehsar  Works), a design lab that 
focuses on a myriad of experimental 
works including architecture, interior 
design, book design electronic 
design etc. He recently won the Young 
Architect Award at the 28th JK Cement 
Architect of the Year Awards for his 
project Ajo Idea Space.

What is your opinion about the architecture scene of 
Bangladesh right now?

Collectively, our architecture has become more inquisitive, pushing 
the boundaries of architectural practice. Apart from sensitive place 
making, our architects are engaging more and more activists to 
bring socio economic changes. The current efforts are more about 
architecting our collective well being. 

What according to you is the future of architecture in 
Bangladesh?

With the rise of economic confidence, I believe, we will have more 
organizations, and governmental institutes opening their doors to 
contemporary architectural ideas. The bureaucracy will restructure 
itself to allow more innovative, humane and original work to take 
place in our cities. I also feel the footprint of sensitive and aware 
mass is growing, which will also push us architects do deliver better 
work. In short, Bangladesh for the next 20 years will be the most 
fertile ground for creating meaningful architecture. 

A piece of advice for young architects who want to build a 
career in this field.

Just be brave. 

Bangladesh for the next 
20 years will be the most 

fertile ground for creating 
meaningful architecture. 
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The popularity of Mediterranean cuisine is spread worldwide, with scrumptious 
culinary off erings from countries like Italy, France, Morocco, Lebanon and Spain 
to name a few. El Patron, located in the heart of Banani is an interpretation of the 
Mediterranean region through a fi ne dining service. In a way, it is a love letter 
to the art, cuisine and culture of the places surrounding the Mediterranean Sea.

VIBRANCY

MEDITERRANEAN

OF THE

Written By: Naila Binte Zakaria

HEAVEN ON A PLATE
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El Patron is the brainchild 
of Mishal Karim, a veteran 
investor and entrepreneur, 
with extensive experience 

in the entertainment and food industry. In recent 
years, he has set up successful businesses such as 
Chows, Chawallah, and Gourmet Food Company- 
one of Dhaka’s first delivery-only restaurants. Other 
partners of El Patron include Nabila Rahman, 
Faisal Asghar, Guillaume Ragu, Masud Karim, 
Razor Capital (Private Equity and Venture Capital 
firm) and Ahad Bhai. 

El Patron means ‘The boss’ in Spanish. As the 
restaurant strives to be the best Mediterranean 
restaurant in Bangladesh, the name sparked in the 
mind of the owners. Moreover, many of the partners 
are big fans of the Netflix series, ‘Narcos’! 

The restaurant is located in the fast-growing area of 
Banani, close to Road 11. It is an area well known 
for a plethora of restaurants and is easily accessible 
from other parts of the city. The proximity allows 
guests to pop over for a quick lunch from office or a 
leisurely dinner with friends and family. 

The exquisite setup 
makes you believe that 

you are temporarily 
transported to a tranquil 
location, overlooking the 

Mediterranean Sea.
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El Patron’s dishes have their roots in the diverse cultures that 
have developed around the Mediterranean from Italy, Morocco, 
Lebanon and France. Each of these cultures have a cuisine that 
is bold, vibrant and has developed over thousands of years, 
borrowing inspiration from each other. Mishal Karim identified 
that establishing a chef team who would be preparing continental 
cuisine was challenging. That is why, The Gourmet Food 
Company was launched over a year before El Patron opened 
its doors to prepare the team for handling continental cuisine. 
At present, Executive Chef from Belgrade, Damjan Danilovic 
with his well trained team of local Chefs have mastered the 
art of Mediterranean cuisine, making each dish unique and 
scrumptious to titillate the taste buds. 

As the latest addition to Dhaka’s culinary landscape, El Patron 
offers a unique experience, focusing on elegance, exclusivity to 
elevate the senses. Its setting is inspired by the tranquillity of 
the ocean and the allure of a Moroccan courtyard. The exquisite 
aura makes you believe that you are temporarily transported 
to a tranquil location, overlooking the Mediterranean Sea. The 
ambience, considering one is sitting within an exquisite work of 
art, delivers a sense of excitement with a touch of glamour that 
resonates almost as soon as one enters the restaurant.

The partners 
are big fans 
of the Netfl ix 
series, 
‘Narcos’!
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“El Patron is defined by its menu, the 
decor and the simplicity. Our main focus 
was to bring a fine dining experience 
to Dhaka, unlike any other. We wanted 
to be able to transport our patrons to 
another place by creating a tranquil 
ambience and by bringing impeccable 
meals to the table”, says Mishal Karim. 
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The decor and ambience of the restaurant plays 
the key factor for its success. Mishal Karim 
designed the restaurant with an aim to make it 
stand out in the crowd. “I always have a hands-
on approach when designing. In the case of El 
Patron, starting from the furniture to the subtle 
detailing in every corner was handled by me. 
Some of my partners gave me great advice 
and inspiration along the way”, says Mishal 
Karim. The result is a tastefully designed eatery 
that will leave anyone mesmerized. “El Patron 
will always have a special place in my heart 
because it is the one restaurant I designed 
literally from scratch”, he adds. 

Elements from multiple Mediterranean countries 
were implemented in the design. Praetorian 
Guard (Caesar’s personal guard) can be viewed 
as one enters through the ground floor entrance 
of the restaurant.  A series of Greek goddess 
statues stand in front of a blue backdrop, 
exuding the mood of the calm Mediterranean 
ocean. “The Amalfi coast painted on the wall is 
a personal favourite as is the spectacular use 
of the Moroccan tiles inside the restaurant and 
outside the patio area”, says Mishal Karim. The 
outdoor patio is one of the most remarkable 
features of the restaurant, offering a beautiful 
outdoor dining space, completely encapsulated 
by greenery with a splash of colour from the 
Moroccan tiles. The vibrancy is calmed by the 
use of the while lion fountain. All the decorative 
accents were handpicked from various 
Mediterranean countries by the owner.
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Dhaka is quickly gaining a 
reputation as a home for 
excellent food. The culinary 
landscape today is more varied 
than ever before. El Patron, with 
its carefully curated menu and 
exceptional decor is an exciting 
new addition to this scene, 
aiming to constantly evolve with 
the growing needs of the food 
and art lovers residing in Dhaka. 
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GREEN
OASIS

Living in this urban jungle means us city folks may not have the luxury or the 
privilege of being around greenery.  After being surrounded by so much concrete, 
it is always refreshing to be around some beautiful green plants in our homes 
and work places. In this segment, we will take a look at a few of them that are 
super easy to manage and make a great addition to any home and work place.

Written By : Safeeyah Ayman

INTERIOR SENSE
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Succulents make great house plants because it can survive the dry 
environment due to their fleshy leaves, thick stems and enlarged roots 
that allow them to retain water. So chances of you dehydrating this sturdy 
plant are very low. Their distinct leaf shapes give them striking textures 
that transform this beautiful plant into a living sculpture that brings a touch 
of elegance into your home.

These beauties are relatively easy to care for. Firstly, make sure that 
the containers that will hold the plant have a good drainage, i.e. a small 
hole at the bottom, because the last thing you want to do is drown your 
succulent. Secondly, mix a bit of gravel or small rocks or sand because 
those will help the soil not retain any extra water making the soil soggy. 
And an added bonus, those rocks will add to the aesthetics of a gorgeous 
plant. Next, plant your potted plant next to a window or any place that has 
great indirect light and watch those babies blossom. Don’t forget to water 
them only when the leaves are looking a bit dry.

Succulents, 
cactuses and 
pothos are great 
for the indoors 
because they grow 
well in low light and 
add elegance to 
any household.

Aloe Vera, a sturdy plant that grows well indoors 
has many health benefits. This plant doesn’t require 
a lot of watering, but over watering may cause the 
roots to rot. So to prevent that from happening, 
plant them in a pot with god drainage and only water 
when needed. Place them in your balcony or near 
a window that allows for bright light to shine on this  
charming plant. The clear, gooey inside of this plant 
is edible, and great for your skin. Use the leaves 
to create your own health drink or to incorporate 
the gel into your skin care. This plant brings with 
it both beauty and function. 

ALOE VERA 

CACTUS

Your best option, if you do not possess the green 
thumb is to adopt a cactus. These prickly beauties 
are nearly indestructible. Just plant them in pretty 
pot and leave them by a window and water very 
rarely. These will grow without any extra assistance. 

SUCCULENTS
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In the hustle and bustle of our daily lives, 
living in this concrete jungle constantly being 
surrounded by nonliving beings, bringing in 
these beautiful green plants into our home 
and work places  not only brightens up our 
living spaces, but it also acts as an oasis 
of calm, recharging and refreshing the soul.

Privacy plants are perfect for the work 
place. The tall yet leafy plants are quite 
easy to take care of. The concrete planters 
allow for water retention, meaning that you 
don’t have to worry too much about watering 
them. Not only do these plants help to block 
the glare of the sun, they also helps to cool 
the offices on the other side of the glass. 
These alluring plants offer a bright spot to 
soothe the weary soul of the office worker. 

PRIVACY PLANTS

INTERIOR SENSE D
h

ak
a 

O
ff

ic
e:

  H
o

u
se

 3
7,

  R
o

ad
 6

,  
B

lo
ck

 C
,  

B
an

an
i, 

D
h

ak
a-

12
13

,  
B

an
g

la
d

es
h

. T
el

: +
88

 0
2 

98
20

88
1 

98
20

88
2 

98
21

78
1

C
h

it
ta

g
o

n
g

 O
ff

ic
e:

  K
ar

n
af

u
lly

 T
o

w
er

 (4
th

 F
lo

o
r F

la
t-

C
) 6

3 
SS

 K
h

al
ed

 R
o

ad
 K

az
ir

 D
ew

ir
 C

h
it

ta
g

o
n

g
 B

an
g

la
d

es
h

. C
el

l: 
+

88
01

71
32

09
21

2

Ed
g

ew
o

rk
s 

Lt
d

.

EX
C

LU
SI

V
E 

D
IS

TR
IB

U
TO

R 
IN

 B
A

N
G

LA
D

ES
H

180 SHOWCASE



Interior

Architect
Scene
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ArifulIslam
Interior Architect Muhammad Ariful Islam is the founder and 

CEO of Zero Inch Interior’s Ltd. He completed his Bachelors 
in Interior Architecture in Shanto Mariam University, Dhaka 

and then practiced interior architecture in Dubai for around 
two years. In the beginning of 2010, he launched Zero Inch 

Architect’s Ltd with the motto- ‘Zero Waste, Zero Carbon= 
Zero Inch’. Architect Ariful pays particular attention to the 
unique context of every project and strives to implement 

smart, futuristic and innovative design techniques.

What is your opinion about the interior architecture scene of 
Bangladesh right now?

Bangladesh Interior Design has evolved to an extent which allowed our 
works to be recognized internationally. Designers have become more 
bold and flexible about their projects and they are now more aware of 
how their work is perceived by the world. I believe with the right direction, 
designers will be recognized globally for their exceptional works.

What according to you is the future of interior architecture of 
Bangladesh?

With the continual possibilities of more advance technologies and 
accessible research, it facilitates the designers and keeps them 
constantly motivated. With such great advantages, the future is 
becoming ideal for our fellow designers. As the Vice President of Interior 
Architects Society of Bangladesh (IASB), we aim to create a platform 
for Interior Architects and Designers where they can get the support 
and assistance in order to elevate the design scene in Bangladesh. 

A piece of advice for interior architects who want to build a 
career in this field

“Rome was not built in a day.” Whenever you settle for a project, always 
be dedicated to it. Your vision of the project may not be constructed 
within one sitting, but with patience and probing for more improvement. 
And as a result, your vision will someday become an actuality. 

Design 
simplifi es 

complications
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Qutbuddin
Kapadia 

Qutbuddin Kapadia is a Bangladeshi Architect and the Managing 
Director of Nouveau Ink. Studiowork Ltd, an architectural 

firm based in Dhaka. He aspires to change the prospect of 
architectural development in this country. Some of his notable 
works include sculpture at Shahabag Square, designing the 
factory of Denim Medina Group, Cotton Solution Office, CEO 

residence of Cute Cosmetics, CEO residence of Lucid Developer 
and many more. 

What is your opinion about the interior 
architecture scene of Bangladesh right now?

I think we are amidst a paradigm shift when it comes to 
architectural and interior design. A. Now that architecture 
and interior design, being comparatively a young 
profession compared to others (and/or neighboring 
countries) is digging its roots deeper, we are witnessing 
more radical works around us. B. Also, because people 
are becoming more conscious with their need for 
aesthetics in their spaces; their expectations and taste 
are rapidly evolving (which drives us designers to deliver 
better works). So, I think interior scene in Bangladesh at 
the moment is under a rapid evolution process.

What according to you is the future of 
interior architecture in Bangladesh?

Finally, people are leaning more and more towards 
professional help when it comes to designing their 
spaces. At least amongst major segment of the urban 
crowd, the days of ‘self decorating / self experimenting’ 
own spaces is fading away and people are acknowledging 
the importance of engaging designers for their projects. 
So yes, the future for interior design in Bangladesh holds 
immense opportunities to showcase one's work.

A piece of advice for young interior architects who 
want to build a career in this field

Design is a process; you need to have the patience and 
commitment to go through it. This is the key, no shortcuts.

I think we are amidst a 
paradigm shift when it 
comes to architectural 

and interior design. 
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We are experiencing new design 
languages being explored 

developing into some fantastic 
projects. 

Faria Mehmood got her education 
in Architecture from University of 

Brighton, United Kingdom. Since, 
studying in Europe, her early 

career has been shaped and 
enthused by European designs. 

She has found great beauty in 
the soft Parisian interiors and 
structure, the 1960s inspired 
abodes - the true source of 

chic inspirational interiors. In her 
early projects, she found herself 

romanticising with eclecticism 
practiced in modern British 

interiors.  However, she is recently 
considering Bangladesh context 
and hence biophila attracts her. 

What is your opinion about the interior architecture scene of 
Bangladesh right now?

The interior scene of Bangladesh is fast blooming, mainly due to 
the society accepting commodity and multinational culture, resulting 
in enrichment of their taste for art and design. Interior works have 
also become a means to display their grandiosity. A demand in the 
market has caused a foray of design firms as well as brands coming 
into the scene to cater for the need. We are experiencing new design 
languages being explored developing into some fantastic projects. 

What according to you is the future of interior architecture in 
Bangladesh?

We are just beginning to tap into our design potentials currently, so 
there is much left to be explored in the future.  However, I predict a 
greater interest in the biophilia. Our cities are turning into concrete 
jungles, and connecting with nature is becoming harder.  Therefore, 
introducing biophilic interiors will emphasise the relationship of nature 
and humans.  The idea is that humans long for connection with nature, 
and when biophilic design elements stimulate more than one’s visual 
sense, it is the best way of meeting that innate need of humans. 

A piece of advice for young designers who want to build a 
career in this field
This is the age of Internet, so one has access to innumerable design 
concepts and trends. My piece of advice will be not to drown and 
overwhelm oneself with these contents. It is great to beinspired, but it 
is equally important to nurture oneself to develop a unique language 
and point of view.  Design with a purpose and handle design unique to 
the client, while still instilling your own viewpoint. 
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Interior architecture scene in Bangladesh is much better now. Due to 
the economic development of the country, mentality of the people of 
Bangladesh has changed a lot. As a result, standard of life style has 
grown up. People want to live in a more organized and structured way at 
wherever they are. Impact of digitization of the country has also affected 
us. Easy availability of the Internet made everyone easier to find designs 
of lifestyle. Architectural touch for designing interior or exterior has also 
reached countryside today. These days, interior designing has become a 
necessity instead of being called luxury. 

Sabrina 
NasirAlif 

Sabrina Nasir Alif is a practicing Interior 
Architect in Dhaka and the Managing 
Director of Alif Home Solutions. She 
graduated from Shanto Mariam University 
of Creative Technology. Her firm provides 
professional building and home 
improvement services for residents and 
businesses. 

Every woman should have her 
own identity; life is short and 

anything can happen at any time, 
be prepared.

Your opinion about the interior architecture scene of Bangladesh 
right now?

What according to you is the future of interior architecture in 
Bangladesh?

As mentioned earlier, interior design has become a necessity for many. 
With government helps, shift in people's’ mentality and the need of keeping 
office, home and rooms neat, I feel that interior architecture will only 
flourish forward. 

A piece of advice for interior designers who want to build a 
career in this field.

First advice from me is to be patient. Getting into the scene takes time, 
energy and tolerance. You should be honest and sincere and have ability 
to read the psychology of the client. You should also possess the current 
knowledge on designing for building career in this field. Once you’re on the 
grid, people will understand your true potential. 

Khan 
Jishan

Interior Architect Jishan Khan graduated from 
Limkokwing University of Creative Technology in 

year 2010.  He is involved in designing commercial 
building interior designs, residential interior design, 

landscape design etc. He is the CEO and Chief 
Architect of Eres Architects. 

I believe creative 
endeavours of the 
designers will be 

more recognized and 
appreciated.

What is your opinion about the interior design 
scene of Bangladesh right now?

Interior space always plays a vital role in our life style, for 
a sustainable living. Characteristics and grammar should 
vary depending on its function. The design scene right 
now in Bangladesh is great in some aspects and not so 
great in other.  A proper aesthetic can bring you peace; 
whatever the place is, right treatment is very necessary.

What according to you is the future of interior 
architecture in Bangladesh?

The future is bright and full of possibilities. I believe 
creative endeavours of the designers will be more 
recognized and appreciated. 

A piece of advice for interior designers who want 
to build a career in this field

You should design according to the function.  I would 
request all designers to study about the space first, 
know about the space then apply your design. 
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A museum is where craftsmanship from around the globe welcomes and 
motivates assorted groups of onlookers to encounter the intensity of creativity. 
Regardless of whether you’re a workmanship enthusiast or not, you can discover 
fresh motivation and signifi cance at the Speed Art Museum. It is Kentucky’s most 
established, biggest museum and air exhibition hall, and the district’s leading 
cultural storehouse. With the current design, extended programming, intelligent 
exhibition, and welcoming outside spaces, the Speed off ers endless open doors 
for everybody to make their own associations and experience craftsmanship.

GROUNDS
BREAKING 

NEW 

Speed Art Museum, Kentucky

HY Architecture and K. Norman Berry Associates Architects updated Speed Art Museum by 
displaying a few parts of its unique plan and fusing present day, sleek materials. The first historical  
center's central grand stair is modified while the building is opened up along its longitudinal hub; 
characteristic light and perspectives infiltrate to spaces below ground to make network and feature 
all that there is to see and do. The extensions bring a contemporary and straightforward engineering 
nearness to the encompassing territory, including the University of Louisville – Belknap grounds, a 
private neighborhood and a system of Frederick Law Olmsted– planned parks and turnpikes. 

Written By: Fatematuzzohra Suha

The remodel included 
overhauling a 1927 neoclassical 
building, two increments, and 
a sculpture park. The $60 
million development venture 
added 62,500 square feet to the 
historical center's courtesies and 
exhibition space. MG McGrath 
Architectural Surfaces produced, 
manufactured and introduced a 
20,610-square-foot CENTRIA 
Metal Wrap insulated-core metal 
divider reinforcement framework 
and 19,540-square-foot folded, 
extended aluminum board 
framework with an example. 
Furthermore, the project 
incorporated a 485-square-
foot aluminum composite metal 
divider board framework and 
245-square-foot creased screen 
wall with aluminum layered 
divider boards at the backside.

MULTISEGMENT
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The primary challenge was planning something new to look noteworthy. The metal boards 
crossed over any barrier among old and new, and the materials change in the sunshine. A 
60,000-square-foot north structure was made by stacking three moved volumes sheathed in 
fritted glass and collapsed aluminum boards, like the moldings of the original museum. But of 
course, the skilled architects and the brilliant team pulled it off overcoming all challenges on 
their way. The museum today stands tall with all its glory and is open for all the spectators. 

Cristacurva Co. provided and created 
custom glass boards for the gallery facade. 
The structure comprises of vertical square 
shapes in a development that begins clear 
on the base and ends up more tightly and 
denser as it rises. It controls light entering 
the historical center. The exhibition hall 
likewise has settled aluminum louvers and 
Kawneer Co. Inc's. bay windows. Toward 
the south, a little 12,000 square foot option 
gives extra exhibitions, an open-air mold 
cultivate and a best in class 142-situate 
film for another film program.  Additional 
spaces inside the new Speed are a family 
instruction welcome focus, a consolidated 
indoor/open-air bistro, an exhibition hall 
shop and a multifunctional structure for 
exhibitions, address and amusement.
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The Bangladesh Export Promotion Bureau 
organized its annual Fair, 24th Dhaka International 
Trade Fair 2019 at Bangabandhu International 
Conference Centre in Sher-E-Bangla Nagar, 
Dhaka, Bangladesh. DITF 2019 was a medium 
where many useful goods were exhibited. Most 
of these were about business, trade, export, 
commerce, consumer goods and their promotions.

Dhaka

Trade Fair
International

2019
Written By: Fatematuzzohra Suha

The local producers 
and manufacturers 

from Bangladesh and 
exporters from the 

different parts of the 
world displayed an 
array of their goods 
and products to the 

local consumers for a 
month long duration.

EVENT
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The shopping spree at the fair began 
from day one and gathered momentum 
towards the middle of January. 
Visitors were drawn to the numerous 
attractive discounts, special offers, 
introductory prices, gifts and lotteries 
of DITF. Various food stalls offered 
delectable local and foreign food items 
to customers wishing to take a break 
from exploring the huge fair venue. 

They also gave the clients a chance to make their own work station great 
and perfect by exhibiting office furniture. The pavilions were completely 
furnished just like the permanent showroom. Both the pavilions and the 
exclusive collection received a great response from the customers. The 
showroom’s classy and chic decor was also quite praiseworthy. 

This year, Akhtar Furnishers and 
Delta Furnishers exhibited quality 
furniture and mattresses from two 
premier pavilions. The premier 
pavilions showcased home furniture 
and office furniture along mattresses. 
To transform the home as the prefect 
reflection of the customer’s personality 
and status, the pavilions exhibited posh 
as well as gorgeous home furniture like 
bed, sofa, dining table, coffee table, 
divan and other variations.

Dhaka International Trade Fair is organized in 
Dhaka every year. In addition to Bangladeshi 
companies, many companies from around 
the world participate every year in this 
fair. This year, there were country specific 
foreign sections at the fair, which had over 
seven hundred mini-stalls, general stalls, 
premium stalls, mini-pavilions and mega-
pavilions. Products sold and displayed in 
the fair included electronics, cars, porcelain 
wares, machinery, carpets, toys, ceramics, 
handicrafts, ready-made garments, home 
appliances, processed foods, furniture, 
textiles, plastic goods, jute products, leather 
goods, cosmetics, sports goods, jewelry, etc. 
The event projected quality exportable to 
the visitors from home and abroad. On the 
other hand, the overseas participants had the 
opportunity to display their products to the 
consumers of Bangladesh where domestic 
market of consumer goods is expanding. 
The foreign participants had the opportunity 
to display their state-of-the-art technology to 
the local producers and exporters. Thousands 
of people visited the fair to enjoy a wonderful 
day shopping for the best products from 
Bangladesh and overseas.
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Dhaka Live Art Biennale launched in 2017 
by the non-profit art initiative BACK Art 
Foundation. It is an international and public 
platform where gap between art and public 
narrows down as the body itself was used 
as means of art. In 2019, the second edition 
of D’LAB was organized to the audience 28 
international artists from 26 countries along 
with local artists and artisans from Bangladesh 
totaling up to more than a hundred artists on 
one platform. This year, the theme of D’LAB 
2019 was “Performing Tradition and Text”. 
The event had 8 educational workshops 
by international and local art practitioners 
and experts. The D’LAB Inauguration 
Ceremony was held on the 31st of January 
in the premises of the Faculty of Fine Arts 
(Charukola) of the University of Dhaka. 

Dhaka Live Art 
Biennale is a 

bi-annual Live Art 
event that took 

place recently in 
Dhaka. The event 

quite gracefully 
ensured 

international 
exposure, 

impacting national 
art, culture and 

economy.

D’LAB exhibition (31st Jan – 14th Feb) that was held in the Zainul 
Gallery of the Faculty of Fine Arts and the courtyard of Edge 
Gallery with national and international Live Art presentations from 
the 1st to the 5th of February. The 6th of Feb hosted a completely 
local, traditional and extraordinary viewpoint of Live Art with live 
presentations of traditional practices such as gajir poter gaan, 
saap khela, behular bhashan, circus, putul nach and so on by 
local artisans. Another 4 day-long workshop and seminar in the 
Goethe institute from the 8th to the 12th Feb drew the event to 
its closing ceremony ensured international exposure impacting 
national art, culture and economy.

The event hosted an amalgamation 
of artistic thoughts from countries 
like Brazil, China, Finland, France, 
Germany, Hong Kong, Hungary, 
India, Indonesia, Italy, Ireland, 
Japan, Korea, Mexico, Nepal, 

Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, 
Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sri Lanka, 

USA, UK, Vietnam.

Performing
TraditionAnd

Text
Dhaka Live Art Biennale

Written By: Fatematuzzohra Suha
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“One Stop Brand Gallery”  over 20,000sft at 
House-79 (1st-3rd floor),Block-I, Chairman Bari(New Airport Road), Banani, Dhaka, Bangladesh. 
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